Foster Carers Summer Event

The Foster Carer’s Summer Event went ahead on the 30th August 2014 at the Warwick Arts Centre. This is an annual event for our carers to say thank you for all their help and support within the service. This event was open to all foster Carers and Young People to give them a chance to connect with other carers and the social workers attending. This is a great opportunity to build on good working relationships between the foster carers and social workers and for the social workers to meet new foster carers. 
The event was put together in partnership with Warwick University who very kindly subsidised the cost of the venue after we followed up a contact through a foster carer who works there. They supported our event throughout by donating food and workshops for the young people and helped with the setting up of the event. 
Alongside the event there were games, sports, activities, bouncy castles and workshops for everyone to take part in to make this a fun day out for the carers and young people. There was food provided by an award winning chef with a BBQ theme. Skip2BeFit also attended this event after the cost was donated by the health service. The Skip2BeFit Team worked with the young people promoting fitness and healthy lifestyles with a fun and energetic workshop for everyone to get involved. He also included great motivation music and a free skipping rope prizes for all the children to take home. Then as an extra surprise towards the end of the day we were joined by Mr Skippy who came to say hello to all the children and get some fun pictures, join in the games and even have a skip on the bouncy castle. 
We also had a music area provided by Chloe who was promoting her new Tin Project which is a music workshop for all children within the care system to give them an opportunity to learn new skills and try new things with music. On the day she performed herself and also gave the young people an opportunity to sing along and perform for their carer’s creating great entertainment throughout the event and providing a lovely touch to the day. 
Warwick Arts Centre also supplied some workshops for the young people including a street Dance Class, A Lego Game Activity and a Create a Story Workshop. There was something suitable for everyone, this meant that everyone had an active day trying new things and having fun during the whole event.

Alongside the activities there was also face paints, henna and reflexology for the young people and carers to enjoy. This was a great added touch to the event and gave to carers a chance to relax and enjoy the added activity of a professional foot and head massager. 
Each year at this annual event we ask the foster carers and young people to complete a questionnaire on the Coventry Pledge. This is a promise to all young people in the care of the Coventry City Council that we are doing all we can to support them. The questionnaire is to ensure that this promise is being kept and if any changes need to be made. Our feedback from this questionnaire was really positive and overall we were very happy with our service user’s views. 
We also asked each of our attendees if they would complete an evaluation form at the end to let us know how they felt the event went and if there were any suggestions for future events. Overall we had very positive comments about the different activities, the bouncy castle, and balloon man and the workshops. Most people were very happy about the food although there were a few suggestions about more variety for vegetarians which we could look into for future events. We had some positive comments about the venue and someone also made a point of using this venue annually. 
We were really happy with all the great comments and feedback from this event and feel that this was a successful celebration day for our foster carers. 
