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What is Animal Abuse?

Animal abuse is defined as intentional harm of animals, including wilful neglect,
inflicting injury, pain or distress or malicious killing of animals.

A child displaying
intentional cruelty to
animals could
indicate that the child
has been a victim of
neglect / abuse
themselves

There is evidence of
links between the
abuse of children,

adults with care and

support needs and
animals

If serious animal
abuse occurs within a
household there may
be an increased
likelihood of family
violence, and
increased risk of
abuse to children
within the family

Animal cruelty may
be used to control
and intimidate
children and adults
and force them into
being silent about
their own abuse
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https://www.coventry.gov.uk/cscp
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/cscp
https://www.rspca.org.uk/utilities/contactus
https://www.rspca.org.uk/utilities/contactus

