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Head of Service 
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Dear  

Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
Thank you for requesting information about homelessness and bedroom tax, which the 
Council received on 28th June 2013. Your request has been considered under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“The Act”). 
 
You have requested the following information; 
 

1. Could the council consider a tenant’s eviction due to arrears where s/he 
is affected by the bedroom tax (be it council housing or a registered 
social landlord) to be evidence that the tenant made him/herself 
intentionally homeless? 

 
All issues concerning rent arrears and affordability are assessed on their own individual 
circumstances. The Council would take all circumstances into consideration in 
determining the outcome of the homeless application. 
 

2. Please provide any information the council has either collected 
independently or received from registered social landlords since 1st April 
2013 regarding the impact of the bedroom tax on rent arrears among 
tenants of any registered social landlord(s). Any such information, if sent 
by RSLs, would probably have been sent to the council’s Revenue and 
Benefits department, or to the council’s Housing department. This 
excludes information pertaining to or identifying individual 
tenants/households. 

 
3. Please state the most recent confirmed number of households in council 

housing in the local authority area that are affected by the ‘bedroom tax’ 
(having both been assessed as under-occupying, and falling outside 
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exempt groups such as pensioners). Please state the date to which the 
data is correct. 
 

4. Please state the number of households in council housing in the local 
authority area that are affected by the ‘bedroom tax’ that are in arrears on 
their rent. Please provide the most recent data available and state the date 
to which the data is correct. If possible within the section 12 cost limit, 
please additionally state how many of these particular households (i.e. 
those affected by the bedroom tax who are currently in arrears) were 
already in arrears on 1st April 2013 (notwithstanding that such historical 
arrears may have since increased). 

 
5. Please detail the number of households in council housing in the local 

authority area that are affected by the ‘bedroom tax’ that are in arrears on 
their rent by respectively: (a) from £50-£99.99; (b) from £100-£499.99; (c) 
£500 or more. Please provide the most recent data available and state the 
date to which the data is correct. 
 

6. Please state the number of households in council housing in the local 
authority area that are affected by the ‘bedroom tax’ against which the 
council has commenced eviction proceedings (a) between 1st April 2013 
and 30th April 2013; (b) since 1st May 2013, due to unpaid (or late-paid) 
rent. If the date breakdown in (a) and (b) is not available, please just 
provide data since 1st April 2013. 

 
7. Does the council have a policy not to evict tenants (including as a ‘last 

resort’) who fall into arrears due to the bedroom tax? 
 

In regard to your questions 2-7, it has been established that the Council does not collect 
and hold the above requested information.  Thus, we are unable to provide any 
information relating to these questions, and are informing you as required by Section 1(1) 
(a) of the Act 
 
This is because the Council is a non stock holding authority following a transfer to 
Whitefriars Housing Association in 2000. 
 
To advise and assist you regarding the types of information the Council does hold and 
regularly discloses,  you may wish to view the latest Freedom of Information responses 
issued by the Council on our disclosure log or look at the Council's Publication Scheme 
and it's published reusable Open Data .  
 
For a wider range of information about the Coventry area and to see what other 
organizations are doing, have a look at Facts about Coventry  
 
Please note that most of the information that you request is owned by the Coventry City 
Council and subject to copyright protection. Under the Re-Use of Public Sector 
Information 2005 Regulations you are free to use this information for your own use or for 

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/foieirrequests
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/200031/data_protection_and_freedom_of_information/380/publication_scheme
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/a_to_z/service/824/open_data
http://www.facts-about-coventry.com/
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the purposes of news reporting. However, any other type of re-use under the 
Regulations, for example; publication of the information or circulation to the public, will 
require permission of the copyright owner and may be subject to terms and conditions. 
For documents where the copyright does not belong to Coventry City Council you will 
need to apply separately to the copyright holder. 
 
If you wish to apply to reuse the information you have requested or have any other 
issues relating to this request please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
You have a right to make representations about the outcome or handling of your request 
– in the first instance this must be made in writing within 40 working days of the date of 
this letter, to the Council's Information Governance Team at: 
 
Council House, Room 21a 
Lower Ground Floor 
Earl Street, Coventry. 
CV1 5RR 
infogov@coventry.gov.uk 
 
If you have done the above but are still dissatisfied, The Information Commissioner can 
be contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely 

Simon Brake 
Assistant Director Policy, Performance and Health  
  

mailto:infogov@coventry.gov.uk



