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Dear  
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
Thank you for requesting information about asbestos within buildings, which the Council 
received on 17th September 2013.  Your request has been considered under the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the ‘Act’). 
 
You have requested the following information; 
  
1 – How many buildings owned or rented by the Council are known to have, or 
have been assessed as having, asbestos within them? These include offices, 
libraries, schools, leisure centres, children centres, nursing homes, 
 
Following careful consideration, the Council regrets to inform you that it has decided not 
to disclose this information. 
 
Information you have requested has been withheld from disclosure. The exemption 
engaged is Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOI).  
 
Section 12 of the FOI exempts Public Authorities from providing information where the 
estimated cost of compliance exceeds the appropriate limit. Any estimate must be 
undertaken in accordance with the limits set in fees regulations made under Section 12 
(5) of the FOI. 
 
These Fees Regulations (SI 2004/3244 Freedom of Information and Data Protection 
(Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations) allow for a refusal where the cost of 
compliance, for local authorities such as the Council, would exceed £450. As a guide, 
staff time to identify and extract this information is charged at a rate of £25 per hour.  
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In summary the amount of time it would take to source and breakdown the information to 
individual building level would exceed the statutory 18 hours provided within the Act. 
 
However in our duty to advise and assist, we are able to confirm that 361 sites, many of 
which are multi block, are known to have, or have been assessed as having, asbestos 
within them. 
 
2 – How often does the council make checks on the stability of the asbestos? 
Each establishment should have a local asbestos management plan (LAMP) in place. 
The LAMP clearly requests that visual inspections of asbestos are carried out every 6 
months.  
 
3 – In the last 5 years, how many compensation claims have been made against 
the Council or its insurer for asbestos-related diseases? These include 
Mesothelioma, asbestosis, asbestos-related lung cancer and non-malignant 
pleural disease 
There have been 7 claims reported in the last 5 years. 
 
4 – How many of those claims have been settled? 
Of the 7 claims, 2 have been settled. 
 
5 – Has any assessment been made of the potential future liability to the Council 
or its insurers in respect of future potential claims for asbestos-related diseases? 
The Council’s insurers have undertaken detailed assessments of the potential exposure 
for these claims for future years, no specific assessment has been made for Coventry 
City Council.  
 
6 – How much money has been paid out by the Council or its insurers in respect of 
those claims? And how much has been spent in legal fees? 
The total amount paid for these claims is £139,649.60.  This includes both compensation 
payments and legal fees paid as we do not have detailed information to be able to 
separate this figure. 
 
Please note, under the Re-Use of Public Sector Information 2005 Regulations you are 
free to use this information for your own use or for the purposes of news reporting.  
 
However, any other type of re-use under the Regulations, for example; publication of the 
information or circulation to the public, will require permission of the copyright owner and 
may be subject to terms and conditions. For documents where the copyright does not 
belong to Coventry City Council you will need to apply separately to the copyright holder. 
 
If you wish to apply to reuse the information you have requested or have any other 
issues relating to this request please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
You have a right to make representations about the outcome or handling of your request 
– in the first instance this must be made in writing within 40 working days of the date of 
this letter, to the Council's Information Governance Team at: 
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Council House, Room 21a 
Lower Ground Floor 
Earl Street, Coventry. 
CV1 5RR 
infogov@coventry.gov.uk 
 
If you have done this and are still dissatisfied, the Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Sue Gilbert 
Information Governance Assistance 




