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Dear  

Re: Environmental Information Request 

Thank you for requesting information about Fallowfields which the Council received on 
22nd October 2013.  Your request has been considered under the Environmental 
Information Regulations 2004 (“The Regulations”). 
 
You requested the following information: We are advised that you will need to review the 
records for the above property in order to confirm the presence of land contamination 
outlined in the attached environmental search, and whether remedial measures were 
considered necessary by the Council. 
 
We have searched our historical maps, geological records, the records of site 
investigations that Environmental Protection hold and planning records. The Council can 
provide you with the following information: 
 
Site History 
 

• 1888 to 1903 - the site is farmland. The 1903 map shows a pit that may be 
associated with coal or gravel extraction 
By 1925 a railway line has been constructed along the northern site boundary  

• By 1936 an area of raised ground and railway sidings is shown on the Southern 
side of the railway with marshy ground (where 37 Fallowfields is sited) South of 
this. Residential development has commenced to the East and South 

• Prior to 1947 the eastern section of the site had also been extracted for sand and 
gravel and partially filled. Evidence suggests that bomb damage waste was 
placed within the area. By 1947 the tipping within the western section of the site 
was almost completed although additional material was placed until 1955. 

• The 1969 map shows the whole site as a slag heap  
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• Shallow settlement lagoons were operated until 1973, when they were allowed to 
drain and were backfilled with colliery waste. Further demolition wastes may have 
also been placed within the site up until 1977. 

• Between 1977 and 1979 the site was ‘restored’ and vegetated. The total depth of 
backfill was recorded to be approximately 45 feet at this time. 

• Planning applications were made for the development of the site into residential in 
the late 1990’s 

 
A selection of historical maps are enclosed. 
 
Coventry City Council Investigation 1991 
The Council commissioned Exploration Associates Ltd to undertake a site investigation 
in Feb 1991. This report concluded that there were elevated levels of metals and landfill 
gases and that further investigation and monitoring would be required along with a 
program of remedial works before the site could be redeveloped.  
 
Planning Application c.1999 
Planning records indicate that the site was investigated during the planning application 
process. From the records available it is evident some remediation was undertaken prior 
to the construction of the houses, although it is not clear exactly what works were 
undertaken. The report by ENSR International from February 2000 concluded that soil 
conditions (including landfill gas) were suitable for residential use. This report is available 
to view on our planning portal at 
http://planning.coventry.gov.uk/portal/servlets/ApplicationSearchServlet using the 
Coventry reference number 47899/A(DC) 
 
This work was deemed as acceptable and the planning conditions discharged. 
 
Coventry City Council Investigation 2008 
Through the development of the Council’s contaminated land strategy under Part IIa of 
the Environmental Protection Act 1990, this site was risk rated on No.35 on our priority 
list of 2685 potentially contaminated sites in the city.  
 
This risk rating was due to the previous site history, the development of the site into 
residential properties with gardens and the limited information we held on the previous 
site investigations. On this basis the Council decided to undertake some further 
investigation of this site in January 2007. Sixteen soil samples were taken from across 
the site, the nearest being 30, 31 and 34 Fallowfields and from 7 Oatlands Close.  
 
The results of the sampling were interpreted by the Council’s consultant Jacobs Babtie 
and concluded that no significant levels of contamination were present. See enclosed 
letter dated 10th March 2008 to residents confirming the outcome of this investigation. 
 
You will notice that certain information within the supplied letter has been redacted 
(removed, blocked-out).  
 

http://planning.coventry.gov.uk/portal/servlets/ApplicationSearchServlet
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The Council is withholding part of the requested information as it falls under the exception(s) 
in Regulation 13 of the Regulations, which relates to personal information.  
 
The Council considers that in respect of information relating to identities, contact details and 
signatures of junior Council officers involved in this process, that this meets the definition for 
personal data set out in Section 1(1) of the Data Protection Act 1998 ("DPA") as:  
 
"data which relate to a living individual who can be identified - (a) from those data, or (b) from 
those data and other information which is in the possession of, or is likely to come into the 
possession of, the data controller and includes any expression of opinion about the individual 
and any indication of the intentions of the data controller or any other person in respect of the 
individual."  
 
To explain further, a disclosure made under the Regulations is judged to be a disclosure to 
the wider world and here the Council must consider disclosure of personal information in line 
with the provisions of the Data Protection Act.  
 
In this instance it is judged that the personal information relating to junior Council staff is 
being processed by the Council for the purposes of Contaminated Land Inspections and not 
for any wider disclosure purposes.  
 
Individuals involved would also have no reasonable expectation that their details would be 
disclosed to the world-at-large.  
 
Any disclosure of this information would be judged in this instance to breach the principles of 
the Data Protection Act, notably the first principle - that of fair and lawful processing and the 
second principle - that of processing for specified and not-incompatible purposes.  
This is why certain names and direct contact details have been removed in this instance. 
 
Conclusion 
Council records indicate that this site has been investigated and no significant levels of 
contaminants in the soil have been found and therefore deemed to be acceptable for 
residential use. It is evident from the planning history that some remediation was 
undertaken although the extent of this work is not recorded. 
 
The Council has not determined the land to be contaminated under the definition in Part 
IIa and based on the information we currently hold has no plans to investigate the site 
further. This position would only change should further scientific information become 
available to the Council suggesting that additional work is necessary. 
 
For further information you may wish to undertake a separate planning search for which 
a fee is payable by emailing planning@coventry.gov.uk.  This search may locate 
additional records not available to Environmental Protection. You may also wish to 
contact the NHBC to see if they hold further records from when the properties were built. 
 
Please note, under the Re-Use of Public Sector Information 2005 Regulations you are 
free to use this information for your own use or for the purposes of news reporting.  
 

mailto:planning@coventry.gov.uk
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However, any other type of re-use under the Regulations, for example; publication of the 
information or circulation to the public, will require permission of the copyright owner and 
may be subject to terms and conditions. For documents where the copyright does not 
belong to Coventry City Council you will need to apply separately to the copyright holder. 
 
If you wish to apply to reuse the information you have requested or have any other 
issues relating to this request please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
You have a right to make representations about the outcome or handling of your request 
– in the first instance this must be made in writing within 40 working days of the date of 
this letter, to the Council's Information Governance Team at: 
 
Council House, Room 21a 
Lower Ground Floor 
Earl Street, Coventry. 
CV1 5RR 
infogov@coventry.gov.uk 
 
If you have done this and are still dissatisfied, the Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Simon Brake 
Assistant Director, Communities and Health  
  

mailto:infogov@coventry.gov.uk


 City Services 

 
Street Services and Public Protection 
 
Environmental Protection 
Environmental Health 
Broadgate House 
Broadgate 
CV1 1NH 
 
Telephone 0500 83 4333 
Fax 024 76831840 
 
Please contact  
Direct line 024 7683  
Fax 024 7683 1840 

@coventry.gov.uk 
 

THIS IS NOT A CIRCULAR 
 
The Resident 
 

 
10th March 2008 

 

                    

Director of City Services 
Stephen L Pickering 
Head of Service 
Andy Vaughan 
Head of Street Services and Public 
Protection 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

You may remember the City Council writing to you in January 2007 regarding the Council undertaking a 
review of land within the city as part of an ongoing city-wide project.  

Firstly, may we take this opportunity to thank you for bearing with us with this complex project, which 
has unfortunately taken longer than we originally anticipated. We have also recognised that the delay 
has resulted in an increased number of enquiries relating to Environmental Searches for property 
purchase/sales on the site under investigation, and we hope that this has not caused any 
inconvenience during this time. 

Our records suggest that properties in Cloverdale Close, Oatlands Close and Fallowfields were 
built on an area where colliery or mining waste was deposited in the past.  There is some limited 
information on the treatment or removal of the waste before the homes were constructed. 

As a responsible local authority, the City Council intended to investigate the soil in the area as a 
precaution to establish the accuracy of the information held on the site. As you may be aware, we 
have carried out soil samples in a number of gardens and landscaped areas in your estate, and we may 
have even taken a sample from your own garden. These soil samples were chemically tested at Severn 
Trent Laboratories on Lockhurst Lane with the results being assessed by the Councils environmental 
consultant, Jacobs Babtie. The consultant has used the information gained from these samples, to 
assess whether more comprehensive investigation needs to take place on the site.  

The City Council is pleased to advise you that the assessment from Jacobs Babtie has now been 
received, and that the results from the soil tests are satisfactory. Nothing of significance was detected 
as part of the soil testing. Therefore, the Council is satisfied that no further site work is necessary on the 
site as part of this project work.  

There may be a potential for further information being required by a solicitor regarding Environmental 
Searches during a property purchase/sale on your estate. Should this be the case in the future, please 
ask your solicitor to either contact the City Council, or alternatively present a copy of this letter as 
recommendation on behalf of the City Council that the site has been assessed as 'suitable' at this time. 
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We thank you for your patience with our investigation project, and for taking time to read this letter.    
We hope that this letter is self explanatory and useful for your records, however should you require any 
further information you may contact us on the following details: 

 (Contaminated Land Officer) 
024 7683 @coventry.gov.uk 
 

 (Principal Environmental Health Officer)  
024 7683 : @coventry.gov.uk 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Contaminated Land Officer  
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