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Dear 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
Thank you for requesting information about the Ricoh Arena, which the Council received 
on 6th November 2013.   
 
Your request has been considered under the provisions of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 (“The Act”). 
 
You have requested the following information; 
I am requesting information that the Council hold, plus as:  

The Ricoh Arena is run and managed by Arena Coventry Ltd, a joint venture company 
consisting of Coventry City Council and the Alan Edward Higgs Charity. 

I also request information that the Council hold relating to it’s involvement in Arena 
Coventry Ltd or that Arena Coventry Limited hold.  

Dr Martin Reeves is Chief Executive of Coventry City Council & a Board Member of 
Arena Coventry Ltd 

Chris West is Director of Finance and Legal Services at Coventry City Council & a Board 
Member of Arena Coventry Ltd 

As the Arena Coventry Ltd is a joint venture and as two of the most senior Council staff 
are on the Board of ACL I believe my Freedom of Information request is valid for the 
Information held by the Council & ACL.  

For simplicity I will refer to ‘you’, when I say ‘you’ I mean the Council/ACL/the Council’s 
involvement with ACL. 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents
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*Coventry City Football Club is and has been a complex structure. For clarity when I 
request information ‘you’ hold about Coventry City Football Club (CCFC) I mean all 
parties listed below and other relevant parties that I may have omitted:  

Coventry City Football Club Ltd 

Coventry City Football Club (Holdings) Ltd 

The Joint Administrators/Paul Appleton 

Sky Blue Sports and Leisure 

SISU, SISU Capital Ltd 

ARVO 

Joy Seppalla 

Otium, Otium Entertainment Group 

1 When did CCFC first contact ‘you’ to discuss renegotiating the lease on the Ricoh – 
please provide dates and copies of the communications 

2 Which CCFC ‘company’ made this request e.g Ltd or Holdings 

3. During CCFC’s administration there were reports ‘you’ made a £150,000 p.a rental 
offer for CCFC to play at the Ricoh, what were the terms of this offer, who was this offer 
made to and what was the response received  

4. If an ‘improved’ rental offer was made, place confirm when it was made, for example 
in a meeting on x, attended by who?  

5. Was this offer confirmed in writing, if so to who and when? 

6. Since CCFC have ‘exited’ administration have ‘you’ made a new rental offer to any 
parties (such as Otium, SISU, Joy). Please state what the offer was, who it was made to, 
in what capacity they were acting or what organisation they were representing, what the 
response was. 

7. Have ‘you’ received any rental based offers from anyone involved with CCFC, since 
administration, to play games at the Ricoh. 

 8. Have ‘you’ made or received any offers for other sporting ‘bodies’ to use the Ricoh 
Arena to play their ‘games’. Please detail these offers 

 9. Please provide copies of all communication between ‘you’ and CCFC (In all it’s 
guises), since the issue of rent ‘renegotiation’ was first raised or since the start of 2012 – 
whichever date is first 

 10. Please provide copies of all ‘your’ communications relating to CCFC, & the Ricoh 
Arena with the administrator, the Football League, the F.A, MP’s, auditors and 
accountants working on CCFC accounts - same dates as above 
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To advise and assist you with regard to this matter and to allay any misconceptions 
regarding the status of Arena Coventry Limited (ACL), it should be emphasised the Act 
provides a right of access to recorded information held by public authorities.  

A definition of the term “Public authority” is given at Section 3 of the Act and a list of 
these public authorities is also provided in schedule 1 of the Act. 

Arena Coventry Limited (ACL) is not wholly-owned by the Council or a combination of 
public authorities. It is thus not covered by the provisions of the Act and is not itself 
subject to the request provisions of the Act. 

In respect of information held by the Council (which is subject to the Act) relating to your 
questions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 it has been established that the Council does not hold 
this information.  

Thus, we are unable to provide any information, and are informing you as required by 
Section 1(1) (a) of the Act, that states: 

“Any person making a request for information to a public authority is entitled to be 
informed in writing by the public authority whether it holds information of the description 
specified in the request”. 
 
In respect of requests for information in questions 9 and 10 the Council is of the view that 
the disclosure of the requested information would be likely to prejudice the commercial 
interests of the Council and therefore the exemption under Section 43 (2) of the Act is 
engaged. 
 
Section 43(2) provides a qualified exemption against disclosure where the information is 
likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person. The Council believes it is 
applicable in this case because disclosure of this information would potentially have a 
serious detrimental effect on the commercial interests of the Council for the following 
reasons. 
 
Disclosure would: 
 
a) Damage the Council’s business reputation or the confidence that customers, suppliers 
or investors may have in it. 
 
b) Have a detrimental impact on the Council’s commercial revenue and or threaten its 
ability to contract on the open market. 
  
c) Weaken the Council’s position in a competitive environment by revealing market-
sensitive information or information of potential usefulness to its competitors. 
 
d) Prejudice the ability of the Council to achieve value for money. 
 
In applying this exemption the Council has balanced the public interest in withholding the 
information against the public interest in favour of disclosure: 
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Factors in favour of disclosure:  

a. Disclosure would promote accountability and transparency in the spending of 
public money and demonstrate the Council’s ability to both negotiate contracts 
and also recover monies owed to it. 
 

Factors in favour of withholding disclosure:  
 

a. It will result in the private sector market losing confidence in contracting with the 
Council. This is because because disclosure would make it less likely that 
companies or individuals would provide the Council with commercially sensitive 
information in the future.  
 

b. This would consequently undermine the Council’s business reputation and 
consequently, its ability to contract successfully with the private sector. 

 
 

c. The disclosure would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Council 
by affecting adversely its bargaining position during contractual negotiations which 
would result in the less effective use of public money  

 
d. It is in the interests of local  taxpayers that the Council engages in the market and 

achieves the best value for their money and in doing so the Council has to ensure 
and maintain an environment of confidentiality to some degree 

 

The Council makes every effort to promote openness and transparency. For example, 
the types of information the Council does hold and regularly discloses are published on 
our disclosure log. To gain more information about what the Council does you may wish 
to look at the Council's Publication Scheme and the Council’s published range of 
reusable Open Data .  
 
However, in this particular case the Council considers that disclosing to the world-at-
large (which is how any disclosure under the Act must be viewed) its correspondence 
with CCFC and its liquidators regarding rent-renegotiation and other issues relating to 
their use of the Arena, would prejudice the Council’s ability to conduct this sensitive 
process.  
 
Therefore, on balance, the Council has concluded that the public interest in maintaining 
the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.  
 
Please note, under the Re-Use of Public Sector Information 2005 Regulations you are 
free to use this information for your own use or for the purposes of news reporting.  
 
However, any other type of re-use under the Regulations, for example; publication of the 
information or circulation to the public, will require permission of the copyright owner and 

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/foieirrequests
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/200031/data_protection_and_freedom_of_information/380/publication_scheme
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/a_to_z/service/824/open_data
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may be subject to terms and conditions. For documents where the copyright does not 
belong to Coventry City Council you will need to apply separately to the copyright holder. 
 
If you wish to apply to reuse the information you have requested or have any other 
issues relating to this request please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
You have a right to make representations about the outcome or handling of your request 
– in the first instance this must be made in writing within 40 working days of the date of 
this letter, to the Council's Information Governance Team at: 
 
Council House, Room 21a 
Lower Ground Floor 
Earl Street, Coventry. 
CV1 5RR 
infogov@coventry.gov.uk 
 
If you have done this and are still dissatisfied, the Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Nesha Bagga 

mailto:infogov@coventry.gov.uk



