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We regret to inform you that we have decided not to disclose the breakdown per 
school. The information you requested is being withheld  under the exemption in 
Sections 40 (2) (3) FOIA, which relates to personal information.  
 
This is because the Council believes  while not naming individual children still meets the 
definition for personal data set out in Section 1(1) of the Data Protection Act 1998 
(DPA). 
 
A disclosure made under FOIA is judged to be made to the wider world. Disclosure of 
this information could be judged to breach DPA principles, of fair and lawful processing 
and processing for specified and not incompatible purposes.  
 
This is because this data is being processed by the Council for the purpose of fulfilling 
its statutory duty under Section 436A of the Education Act - Duty to make arrangements 
to identify children not receiving education and not for any wider disclosure purposes.  

 
Individuals involved would also have no reasonable expectation that their details would 
be disclosed to the world-at-large and the Council has considered it is not likely that 
releasing the requested information would be meaningful/useful or beneficial to the 
public, which is the prime consideration when considering the public interest 
 
3. The number of children of secondary school age recorded as CME: children missing 

education.  Please provide data on the number of children referred to the local 
authority as CME either (a) in the middle of the academic year (mid-year) or (b) 
between years.  For each of those categories, again provide data on schools 
recording pupils as CME, ie for each school, how many of the pupils currently 
recorded as CME came from that school, mid-year and between years. 

 
   2011/2012   
 
      See exemption under Section 12 FOIA below 
 
 

                         2012/2013   
 

The electronic database for recording CME information was introduced mid-way 
through the Academic Year.  Any data prior to this date would be subject to Section 12 
below.  There are 20 children recorded as CME on the electronic database for 
Academic Year 2012/2013. 

 
All 20 of these children were referred to the local authority as CME during the 
middle of the academic year. 
 
 
2013/2014   
 
88  
 
76 Middle of the Academic Year 
12 Between Years 
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2014/2015 (as at 19 November 2014) 
 
28  
 
12 Middle of the Academic Year 
16 Between Years 
 

Following careful consideration, the Council regrets to inform you that it has decided not to 
disclose the information prior to the electronic database being introduced under Section 12 
FOIA.  
 
This section Act exempts Public Authorities from providing information where the estimated 
cost of compliance with the request exceeds the appropriate limit; which in the case of the 
Council is £450. In estimating such costs, the authority takes into account the Freedom of 
Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004. As a 
guide, these are the costs the authority reasonably expects to incur and are based on staff 
time at a rate of £25 per hour.  
  
In summary, information relating to historical information is held in various different formats 
including manual records.  
 
As a substantial amount of work will be involved in processing this part of your request, the 
estimated fee of £475 is payable before we can provide you with the information. Please 
see the schedule below explaining how this was calculated.  If the actual cost turns out to 
be less than the estimate, the balance will be returned to you. 
 
DISBURSEMENTS  CHARGE 

MADE  
COST OF COMPLYING WITH THE REQUEST - 19 hours - to be 
charged at a rate of £25 per hour of officer time estimated to be 
spent identifying, retrieving and extracting requested information  

£475  

 
Payment can be made using the online payment facility on the City Council's website and 
selecting Other Payments and then Freedom of Information request. Please insert your 
request reference number (20123402) in the 'Account' box. 

 
Whilst the legislation allows the Council 20 working days to respond to your request from 
the date of its receipt, this time limit is suspended until we receive payment. As soon as we 
receive your payment we will begin work on your request (please be aware that payments 
may take 3 working days from receipt to clear).  

 
If we do not receive your payment by 5th March 2015 we will consider your request closed 
and no further action will be taken by the Council. 
 
The breakdown per school has not been disclosed as per Section 40 (details above).  This 
is because this data is being processed by the Council for the purpose of safeguarding 
vulnerable children and not for any wider disclosure purposes. 
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4. How many of the secondary school age children either recorded as receiving home 
education or CME are known to have been on the child protection register. For 
clarity, I am not expecting this to be listed by school, to avoid Data Protection Act 
concerns: I Just want a global figure for your local authority.  

 
N/A 2011/2012 - please see response as per Question 3. 

 
   0  2012/2013 - please note this only includes part-year data as 

per response to Question 3. 
 
   4  2013/2014 
 
   0  2014/2015 - Figure as at 19th November 2014 

        
Please note that the above figures are only for CME.   
 
We do not hold information at a summary level on whether children are home educated and 
on the child protection register.  However, when a child becomes subject to a Child 
Protection Plan their education situation is considered.  Therefore we do hold this 
information on a case by case basis.  Due to the staff time that would be involved to extract 
this information we have decided not to disclose this as per Section 12 of the FOIA (details 
above). 

 
5. The number of children of secondary school age placed in alternative provision. For 

each of these children, please provide data on the last school the child attended. In 
other words, please tell me how many of these alternative provision children last 
attended school x, how many last attended school y, and so on.  

 
     72 2011/2012 
     79 2012/2013 
   107 2013/2014 
     26 2014/2015 
 
The breakdown per school has not been disclosed as per Section 40 (details above).  This 
is because this data is being processed by the Council for the purpose of fulfilling its 
statutory duty under Section 436A of the Education Act and not for any wider disclosure 
purposes. 
 
Please note, under the Re-Use of Public Sector Information 2005 Regulations you are free 
to use this information for your own use or for the purposes of news reporting.  
 
However, any other type of re-use under the Regulations, for example; publication of the 
information or circulation to the public, will require permission of the copyright owner and 
may be subject to terms and conditions. For documents where the copyright does not 
belong to Coventry City Council you will need to apply separately to the copyright holder. 
 
If you wish to apply to reuse the information you have requested or have any other issues 
relating to this request please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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If you are unhappy with the outcome or handling of your request you should write to us 
within 40 working days of the date of this letter, to the Council's Information Governance 
Team at: 
 
Council House, Room 21a 
Lower Ground Floor 
Earl Street, Coventry. 
CV1 5RR 
infogov@coventry.gov.uk 
 
If you have done this and are still dissatisfied, the Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Becky Twite 
Project Support & Operational Finance Officer 
 
  
 




