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Dear  
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 
 
Thank you for requesting information about Corporate purchasing cards..  Your request 
has been considered under the, the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“The Act”). 
 
You have requested the following information; 
 

1. How much was spent on "Corporate purchasing cards" in each of the last three 
financial years and this financial year so far? Please list the amounts for each 
user. 
 
2011/2012 -  £3,292,363 
2012/2013 -  £2,956,613 
2013/2014 -  £3,442,440 

          (please note this includes school kitchen spend) 
 

2. How much did each user spend on expenses? 
 

3. I request to see card statements and any supporting invoices/receipts for each of 
the last three financial years, and this financial year so far, for senior 
management, including the chief executive, management board and assistant 
directors. The list of people concerned should include the 20 people the Coventry 
Observer named in its recent article about top earners at Coventry City Council. 

 
Following careful consideration, the Council regrets to inform you that it has decided not 
to disclose this information in relation to the remaining part of question 1 (listing the 
amounts for each user), question 2 and question 3. 
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Information you have requested has been withheld from disclosure. The exemption 
engaged is Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 ("The Act"). 
 
Section 12 of the Act exempts Public Authorities from providing information where the 
estimated cost of compliance with the request exceeds the appropriate limit. Any 
estimate must be made in accordance with the limits set in fees regulations made under 
Section 12 (5) of the Act. 
 
These Fees Regulations (SI 2004/3244 Freedom of Information and Data Protection 
(Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations) allow for a refusal where the cost of 
compliance, for local authorities such as the Council, would exceed £450. 
 
As a guide, staff time to identify and extract this information is charged at a rate of £25 
per hour.  
 
In summary this request would require considerable time to pull the information together, 
as there are 24 document storage boxes containing the information.  An estimate of 
resource required to go through all of the documents in a box is 3 hours per box, 
therefore a total of 72 hours. 
 
Since a substantial amount of work will be involved in processing your request as it is 
currently phrased, I am afraid a fee is payable before we can provide you with the 
information.  The fee in this case is £1,800.00 - please see the schedule below 
explaining how this was calculated. If the actual cost turns out to be less than the 
estimate, the balance will be returned to you.  
 
 
DISBURSEMENTS 

CHARGE MADE 

COST OF COMPLYING WITH THE 
REQUEST 

An estimate of resource required would be 72 
hours  

PHOTOCOPYING  n/a 
POSTAGE AND OTHER FORMS OF 
TRANSMISSION 

n/a 

VAT (IF APPLICABLE) n/a 
TOTAL £1,800.00 
 
 
Payment can be made using the online payment facility on the Council web site.  
To do this, go to ‘Pay Online’ and select - Freedom of Information request.  Please insert 
your request reference number (20123566) in the 'Account' box.  
 
While the legislation allows the Council 20 working days to respond to your request from 
the date of its receipt, this time limit is suspended until we receive payment. 
 
As soon as we receive your payment we will begin work on your request (please be 
aware that payments take at least three working days from receipt to clear).  
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If we do not receive your payment by, 30th April 2015, we will consider your request 
closed and no further action will be taken by the Council.  
 
If you can narrow down or perhaps re-focus your request, the Council will re-consider it. 
 
To help you do this you may wish to:  
 

 Look at the latest Freedom of Information responses issued by the Council on our 
disclosure log or browse through the Council's Publication Scheme and see if this 
would help you to identify more precise questions; 

 Have a look at Facts about Coventry  
 Look at the reusable Open Data already published by the Council  

 
If you are unhappy with the outcome or handling of your request you should write to 
infogov@coventry.gov.uk within 40 working days of the date of this letter. 
 
If having done this you are still dissatisfied, the Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely 
Leonie Knight  
Administration Assistant  




