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Dear   
 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
 
We write further to your request made under the Environmental Information Regulations 
2004 and your request to appeal the response issued to you under reference 
REQ00877. We have therefore logged this request as a review and will be dealing with 
the matter under this process.  

 
You advised that you were unsatisfied with our response as follows:  
 
Thank you for your reply to my EIR request.  My request to you was:  
 

“The full datasets (including proprietary datasets), assumptions, and modelling 
behind the GL Hearn SHMA and revisions. “ 

 

You have not provided the proprietary datasets from Experian, and Cambridge 
Econometrics, and any others, cited in the SHMA nor have you provided the full 
assumptions, nor the full modelling process, sufficient to reconstruct the arguments or 
check the conclusions.   A small amount of qualitative indication of the assumptions and 
very scant indication of the modelling methodology, are given in the published SHMA 
documents, but one could not check the calculations or estimation, based on the 
information given there.   No formulae or working methods are given.  There are 
numbers in the spreadsheet you attached, but no testable indication of how they were 
derived 
 
I have now been in contact with the department with responsibility for this area of work 
and have been provided with the following explanation: 
 

 The Cambridge Econometrics (CE) data and Experian data are available from the 
respective organisations at a cost. This data was purchased and held by GL 
Hearn as part of the study at the time it was undertaken. It has never been in our 
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ownership or possession. Indeed the data is issued by both CE and Experian on a 
quarterly basis so will have been superseded by new data now, which would 
again be available at a significant cost. 

 

 The assumptions of the SHMA and the methodology are clearly outlined within the 
documents and provide a clear overview of the assumptions and approach taken, 
there is nothing further we can share in this respect. 

 

 The modelling tables themselves are in private ownership and are commercially 
confidential. The consultant has provided a ‘locked’ version of the spread sheet so 
you can see the data and how it relates to each other, but you cannot see the 
formulas and calculations – this is the commercially confidential aspect. To 
release that aspect into the public domain and make it freely available would 
defeat the object of the consultant having a business. 

 
I trust that the above has now answered your queries.  However, if this is not the case 
you may of course refer the matter to the Information Commissioner who can be 
contacted at: 
 

Information Commissioner’s Office 

Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

 

 
Information Governance Officer 
 




