
 Information Governance 

 
 

Chris West 

Executive Director 

Council House 

Earl Street 

Coventry 

CV1 5RR 

 

 
Please contact Information Governance 

Direct line 024 7683 3323 

infogov@coventry.gov.uk  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3 June 2016 

 

 

   
 

Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 
Request ID: REQ01234 
 
Thank you for your request for information relating to Penalty notices and term time 
holiday fines. 
 
1. How many penalty notices for ‘unauthorised absences’ have been issued to 
parents of 5-16 year olds in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far 
in 2015/16?  
 

2012-13 - Please see below.* 

2013-14 - 1618  

2014-15 - 1529  

2015-16 - 1257  

 
2. Of the penalty notices for ‘unauthorised absences’ how many were for 
unauthorised term-time family holidays in each of the academic years 2012/13, 
2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16? 
 
2012-13 – Please see below.* 
2013-14 - 1280 individually issued to parents for Holiday during term time and 338 for 
Irregular attendance. 
2014-15 - 1406 for holiday in term time and 123 for irregular attendance. 
2015-16 - 1129 for holiday in term time and 128 for irregular attendance. 
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3. What is the total value of the fines issued  for ‘unauthorised absences’ of 5-16 
year olds in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16? 
 
Please see below*  
 
4. What is the total value of the fines issued for unauthorised term-time family 
holidays in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16? 
 

2012/13            £    4,591 

2013/14            £  29,175 

2014/15            £  75,925 

 

Please note the above information is based financial years April to March this is the total 
parental fines for the financial years. Please see below.* 

2015/16 - Please see below** 
 
5. How much has actually been collected of the fines for ‘unauthorised absences’ 
in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 2015/16? 
 
2012-2015 - Please see below* 
2015/16 - Please see below** 
 
6. How much has actually been collected of the fines for unauthorised term-time 
family holidays in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so far in 
2015/16? 
 
2012-2015 - Please see below* 
2015/16 - Please see below** 
 
7.  How many parents have been taken to court under section 444 of the Education 
Act for irregular attendance in the academic year 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15 and so 
far in 2015/16? 
 
 

Year Total no. of fines issued Number of fines to court  

12/13 *  * 

13/14 1618 100 

14/15 1529 110 

15/16 1257   79 

 

* In regards to questions 1, 2, and 7 the Council does not hold accurate data for 2012/13 
as new systems and processes were being established during this time period.   
 
In respect of question 3 we only record data in financial years not academic. 
 
In terms of the financial information in Q4 this is the total parental fines for the financial 
years quoted. The financial systems do not allow us to split it between Q3 unauthorised 
absences and Q4 unauthorised term time family holidays. 
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For questions 5 & 6 our financial system is not able to breakdown the costs in the way 
you have specified. Thus, I can confirm that we do not hold this information and are 
advising you as per Section 1(1) of the Act.  
 
**I can confirm that the Authority holds the information you are seeking, however Section 
22 of the Freedom of Information Act allows us to not disclose it at this point in time as 
the information is intended for publication at a future date. It is estimated that this will be 
published in July 2016. 
 
Should you wish to make any further requests for information, you may find what you are 
looking for is already published on the Council’s web site and in particular its FOI/EIR 
Disclosure log, Council's Publication Scheme, Open Data and Facts about Coventry. 
 

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you can ask us to review our 
response. Requests for reviews should be submitted within 40 days of the date of receipt 
of our response to your original request – email: infogov@coventry.gov.uk  
 
If you are unhappy with the outcome of our review, you can write to the Information 
Commissioner, who can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or email casework@ico.org.uk.  
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in your response.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 

Information Governance 
  

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/foieirrequests
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/publicationscheme
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/opendata
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/factsaboutcoventry
mailto:infogov@coventry.gov.uk
mailto:casework@ico.org.uk



