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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 
Request ID: REQ01517 
 
Thank you for your request for information relating to Under 18’s vulnerable to extremism 
and the Prevent Programme. 
 
You have requested the following information: 
 
1. How many looked after children have been referred to Prevent/Channel in 2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015, 2016? 
 

I can confirm that we do not hold this information.  
 
2. How many young people (children under 18) have been taken into care following 
a Channel referral or concerns over extremism in 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016? 
 
I can confirm that we do not hold this information. 
 
3. How many Channel panels do you have in your local authority?  
 
The Prevent duty requires each Local Authority in England and Wales to ensure that one 
multi-agency Channel 'panel' exists in their area. This panel must be chaired by the Local 
Authority and meets at least monthly to discuss any referral made, determine if support is 
required, and agree on a package to deliver that support. 
 
a) Please provide a list of the professions that sit on the panel and how often they 
meet. 
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The Local Authority Chair and the Police will be present at each panel, alongside other 
members, as determined by the panel. Depending on the nature of the referral, panel 
partners may include, but are not limited to, representatives from the following groups:  

 NHS; 
 Social workers; 
 Schools, further education colleges and universities; 
 Youth offending services; 
 Directors of children's and adult's services; 
 Chairs of Local Safeguarding Children Boards and Safeguarding Adult Boards; 
 Local authority safeguarding managers (adult and/or children); 
 Local authority Troubled Families Teams; 
 Home Office Immigration (Immigration Enforcement, UK Visas & Immigration); 
 Border Force; 
 Housing; 
 Prisons; and 
 Probation 

4. How many cases have the Channel panel been referred in 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, 2016?  
 
a) also if possible, please provide a monthly breakdown from July 2015 to date. 
b) Of those cases that are referred to the Channel panel, how many then take up 
and complete the voluntary programme for the same dates provided in 4 and 4a)? 
 
I can confirm that we do not hold this information. 
 
5. How many referrals were assessed as needing theological/ideological support 
and how many received the Home Office approved intervention of having a mentor 
or intervention provider assigned to them in 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016? 
 
I can confirm that we do not hold this information. 
 
6. How much funding do you receive from the Home Office with regards to Prevent 
programmes and where and when has this money been spent in 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, 2016? 
 
See response further below. 
 
7. How many staff do you have and how many have received Workshop to Raise 
Awareness of Prevent training? 
 
See response further below. 
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The information that you have requested is exempt under section(s) 24 National 
Security, 31 Law Enforcement (the prevention and detection of crime) and 36 (prejudice 
to effective conduct of public affairs) of the Freedom of Information Act and are advising 
you as per Section 17 of FOIA.  
 
There is a serious terrorist threat to the United Kingdom and disclosing this information 
into the public domain could put national security at risk by jeopardising or negating the 
Government's efforts to prevent acts of terrorism and terrorist related crime. 
  
We have determined that safeguarding national security interests is of paramount 
importance and that in all circumstances of the case it is our opinion that the public 
interest test clearly favours the non-disclosure of information covered by section 24(1). 
 
Organisations and partner agencies are given reassurances that information submitted 
will be treated in the strictest of confidence. Releasing the information requested would 
increase concern around the identification of individuals in the process – irrespective of 
whether identification actually takes place. Disclosure of this information could erode 
trust in the Prevent/Channel programmes from partners. This would undermine the 
successful delivery of these programmes. 
 
It is also likely that any individuals receiving support through Prevent/Channel would 
perceive their trust has been compromised through a reduction in the confidentiality 
associated with the process, impacting in their engagement in the process. 
Disengagement would threaten the successful delivery of these programmes and 
therefore its aim – the prevention of crime. 

Furthermore information about how much funding/activity has taken, or is taking place, in 
a particular geographic area is highly sensitive. Releasing this information, may allow 
third parties to compare the activity levels of the Prevent programme in different parts of 
the UK. This may facilitate the identification of intelligence regarding the areas of the UK 
where the threat to national security has been and is considered to be the greatest. This 
has the potential to seriously undermine the objectives of the Prevent project, which is a 
crucial element of the Government's strategy to counter terrorist and extremist activity in 
the UK 'at source'. It may facilitate the identification of areas where relatively little or no 
Prevent projects have taken or are taking place and consequently highlight potential 
target areas to those organisations which Prevent is designed to combat thereby 
revealing where intelligence shows a threat level serious enough to attract counter 
measures and compromising the effectiveness of the strategy. 

We have determined that prevention of crime is of paramount importance and that in all 
circumstances of this case it is our opinion that the public interest clearly favours the 
non-disclosure of information covered by section 31(1)(a) 
 
Therefore having considered the public interest, we have decided not to release the 
information. 
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The supply of information in response to a freedom of information request does not 
confer an automatic right to re-use the information. You can use any information supplied 
for the purposes of private study and non-commercial research without requiring further 
permission.  Similarly, information supplied can also be re-used for the purposes of news 
reporting. An exception to this is photographs. Please contact us if you wish to use the 
information for any other purpose. 
 

Should you wish to make any further requests for information, you may find what you are 
looking for is already published on the Council’s web site and in particular its FOI/EIR 
Disclosure log, Council's Publication Scheme, Open Data and Facts about Coventry. 
 

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you can ask us to review our 
response.  Requests for reviews should be submitted within 40 days of the date of 
receipt of our response to your original request – email: infogov@coventry.gov.uk 
 
If you are unhappy with the outcome of our review, you can write to the Information 
Commissioner, who can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or email casework@ico.org.uk. 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in your response. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Information Governance  

 
  
  




