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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 
Request ID: REQ01160 
 
Thank you for your request for information relating to Shared Spaces. 
 
Thank you so kindly for this response.   I would like to advise you that I have found 
out that a letter was sent to 'Council Leaders of Traffic Authorities in England' and 
CC: Relevant Local Authority Chief Executives' from Andrew Jones, Parliamentary 
Under Secretary of State Department of Transport' on the 29th October 2015. I 
would be very grateful if you could please check if you have correspondence of 
this nature please and any response to such a letter and forward it to me please. 
Plus any other information you may find under my original request.  
 

In response please find the attached documents and we can confirm that we didn’t 
respond to the DfT. 
 
In regards to the ‘redacted information’ I can confirm this information is exempt under 
section 40 (2) of the FOIA. This exemption covers the personal data of third parties 
(anyone other than the requester) where complying with the request would breach any of 
the principles in the Data Protection Act.  
 
Personal data is defined by the Data Protection Act 1998 as 'data which relates to a 
living individual who can be identified from that data and other data that a person may 
already have. Where this is the case, consideration must be given to removing the 
personal data before the requested information is released.  
 
This is an absolute exemption and there is therefore no requirement to consider the 
public interest. 
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I can confirm that we do not hold an email archive going back to 2011 and are advising 
you as per Section 1(1) of the Act.  
 
Can you please provide me with all correspondence from the former and current 
Secretary of State for Transport, and from any of the former and current Ministers 
of Transport from the Department of Transport regarding shared space roads / 
shared space public realm sent to the council from 2011 to the present day. Also 
please can you provide, all correspondence sent from the council to the 
Department of Transport on shared space roads / shared space public realm from 
January 2011 to present.   
 

We have estimated that it will cost more than the ‘appropriate limit’ to consider your 
request.  
 
Section 12 of the Act allows public authorities to refuse requests for information where 
the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for a local 
authority is set at £450.  

However, if you pay the fee as set out in this notice, your request will be processed. The 
estimated cost of processing your request is £925 (37 hours x £25 = £925.00.) 

This charge has been calculated in accordance with Section 13 of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 and the Freedom of Information Fees Regulations. 
 
Payment can be made via the Council web site.  To do this, go to Pay Online, select from 
the Account Group drop down menu Council & Democracy and Request for Information 
from the Account Type (it may take a moment for this option to appear).  Please put your 
request reference number in the ‘Account’ box. 
 
If you wish us to continue to process your request you should pay the fee within 3 
calendar months by 29th October 2016.  If we do not receive payment of the fee by this 
date, I will take it that you do not wish to pursue this request and will consider the request 
closed. 
 
Alternatively it may be possible that you could narrow down the scope of your request, 
for example, by being more specific about what information you particularly wish to 
obtain, including any dates or periods of time relevant to the information required.  
Please note though that any reformulated request will be treated as a fresh request 
 
Should you wish to make any further requests for information, you may find what you are 
looking for is already published on the Council’s web site and in particular its FOI/EIR 
Disclosure log, Council's Publication Scheme, Open Data and Facts about Coventry. 
 

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you can ask us to review our 
response. Requests for reviews should be submitted within 40 days of the date of receipt 
of our response to your original request – email: infogov@coventry.gov.uk  
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If you are unhappy with the outcome of our review, you can write to the Information 
Commissioner, who can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or email casework@ico.org.uk.  
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in your response.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 

Information Governance 
  



 
 

 
 
To Council Leaders of Traffic  
Authorities in England 
 
Cc: Relevant Local Authority  
Chief Executives 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Colleague, 
 
Shared Space 
 
Earlier this year Baroness Kramer wrote to all local authorities in England 
about shared space and the public realm, pointing out the barriers that such 
schemes, and particularly schemes with a level surface, can create for some 
groups of people. In her letter, Baroness Kramer reminded them about the 
need to meet the requirements of the Public Sector Equality Duty in 
developing high-quality attractive and inclusive streets that work for people of 
all abilities. 
 
In July, Lord Holmes of Richmond published Accidents by Design: The 
Holmes Report on ‘shared space’ in the United Kingdom which sets out the 
results of his research to establish a greater understanding of the impact of 
shared spaces on the public. This report, and the wider issue of shared 
space, was debated in the House of Lords on 15 October. 
 
The Department is working with the Chartered Institution of Highways and 
Transportation and other interested groups to produce further guidance on 
shared space building on the experience from schemes installed to date and 
the findings in The Holmes Report. To help us develop a better understanding 
of the shared space schemes that have been already been introduced I would 
be grateful if you could provide the following information: 
 

 The number and location of shared space schemes introduced by your 
authority 

 Details of any modifications you have made to the schemes post 
completion 

From the Parliamentary  
Under Secretary of State 
Andrew Jones MP 

 
Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road 
London 
SW1P 4DR 
 
Tel: 0300 330 3000 
E-Mail: andrew.jones@dft.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Web site: www.gov.uk/dft 
 
29 October 2015 



 

 
 

 

 The results of any monitoring of shared space schemes you have 
introduced, including accident data where available 

 Details of funding streams used for the schemes, including details of 
any specific funding from the European Union 

 Where possible, details of any legal action taken or pending (including 
outcomes) under the Equalities Act 2010 as a result of shared space 
schemes your authority has introduced. 
 

I would be grateful if you could please e-mail your response (including nil 
returns) to traffic.signs@dft.gsi.gov.uk by the end of November. 
 

 
 
 
 
ANDREW JONES 








