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Dear  
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 
  
Thank you for requesting information about Child Sexual Abuse.  Your request has been 
considered under the above legislation. 
 
You have requested the following information: 
 
 Please can you inform us over the last year how many children have suffered actual   
 emotional harm from sexual abuse? 
 
 Please can you inform us over the last year how many children are likely to suffer   
 emotional harm from sexual abuse? 
 
Please can you inform us over the last year how many children have suffered actual 
emotional harm from the parents that reported the sexual abuse to either social 
services or police?  
 
Please can you inform us over the last year how many children are likely to suffer 
emotional harm from the parents that reported the sexual abuse to either social 
services or police?  
 
Please can you inform us over the last year how many children are likely to suffer 
emotional harm from sexual abuse? 
 
How many children have been removed from parents for reporting child sexual 
abuse? 
 
It has been established that the Council does not record these categories as distinct sets of 
information, therefore we do no not hold the above in our systems.  We can confirm that 26 



 
 
 
 2 

out of the 538 new Child Protection plans started between 1/4/2015 and 31/3/2016 had a 
CP reason of “sexual” recorded. 
 
Please can you inform us over the last year how many children have suffered actual 
emotional harm from an authority or agency “covering up” or not believing a child in 
the case of sexual abuse?* 
 
*We refer to withholding disclosures of evidence of abuse, tampering of evidence, 
calling a child a liar or any such like that may pervert the course of justice or place a 
child in danger. 
 
Children’s social care does not cover up sexual abuse. Social workers follow the 
procedures detailed in the on-line procedures manual.  The information can be accessed 
via the link below: 
 
http://coventrychildcare.proceduresonline.com/p_safeg_sex_exploit.html?zoom_hig
hlight=child+sexual+abuse 
 
How many parents has your authority told / and / or used Child Protection / Child in 
Need plans against a parent reporting child sexual abuse?  
 
We do not use Child Protection Plans or Child in Need plans against parents. 
 
What evidence or case law does the authority use to suggest that the impact of 
emotional harm for reporting sexual abuse is greater than the impact from the sexual 
abuse itself? 

 
Coventry City Council does not suggest that the impact of emotional harm for reporting 
sexual abuse is greater than the impact from sexual abuse itself.  We are not aware of any 
such case law and have never advised on any such case in Coventry. 
 
The supply of information in response to a freedom of information request does not 
confer an automatic right to re-use the information. You can use any information 
supplied for the purposes of private study and non-commercial research without requiring 
further permission.  Similarly, information supplied can also be re-used for the purposes of 
news reporting. An exception to this is photographs. Please contact us if you wish to use 
the information for any other purpose. 
 
Should you wish to make any further requests for information, you may find what you are 
looking for is already published on the Council’s web site and in particular its FOI/EIR 
Disclosure log, Council's Publication Scheme, Open Data and Facts about Coventry. 
 
If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you can ask us to review our 
response. Requests for reviews should be submitted within 40 days of the date of receipt of 
our response to your original request – email: infogov@coventry.gov.uk  
 
If you are unhappy with the outcome of our review, you can write to the Information 
Commissioner, who can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or email casework@ico.org.uk.  
 

http://coventrychildcare.proceduresonline.com/p_safeg_sex_exploit.html?zoom_highlight=child+sexual+abuse
http://coventrychildcare.proceduresonline.com/p_safeg_sex_exploit.html?zoom_highlight=child+sexual+abuse
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/foieirrequests
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/publicationscheme
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/opendata
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/factsaboutcoventry
mailto:infogov@coventry.gov.uk
mailto:casework@ico.org.uk
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Please remember to quote the reference number above in your response.  
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Jackie Rutherford 
Business Manager  
 




