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Dear  
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 
Request ID: REQ02116 
 
Thank you for your request for information relating to Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking 
Children.  
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 ask that you supply copies of all 
responses provided by your local authority to the following Home Office 
correspondence concerning local authority capacity to care for unaccompanied 
asylum seeking children. 
 
The letter dated 8 September 2016 sent to ‘All Local Council Leaders’ by Robert 
Goodwill MP, Minister of State for Immigration. This letter had the heading 
‘UNACCOMPANIED ASYLUM SEEKING AND REFUGEE CHILDREN’;  
 
Please find attached a copy of the response sent by the Leader of the Council. 
 
The letter dated 14 October 2016 sent to Local Authority Leaders by the Rt Hon 
Amber Rudd, Home Secretary, and Edward Timpson MP, Minister of State for 
Vulnerable Children and Families. This letter had no heading but concerned local 
authority capacity to care for unaccompanied asylum seeking children and began 
with ‘At the start of September the Immigration Minister wrote to you to ask you to 
participate...” 
 
The City Council did not provide a response in relation to the letter from the Minister of 
State for Vulnerable Children & Families. However, in response to the letter a Cabinet 
report was submitted to the Education and Children’s Services Scrutiny Board in 
November 2016.  Cabinet agreed to the recommendations outlined in the report. A copy 
of the Cabinet report can be accessed via the link below: 
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http://moderngov.coventry.gov.uk/documents/s31642/Unaccompanied%20Asylum%20S
eeking%20and%20Refugee%20Children.pdf 
 
Any other request by the Home Office for indications of how many places your 
local authority would be willing to offer to unaccompanied asylum seeking 
children under s.67 Immigration Act 2016, ‘the Dubs Amendment’ or under the 
National Transfer Scheme. 
 
Coventry is proud to be recognised as a City of peace and reconciliation and as such takes 
its responsibility to vulnerable children very seriously. I can confirm that we are fully 
participating in the national transfer scheme and will be accepting unaccompanied asylum 
seeking children in-line with the 0.07% quota arrangement. 
 
In addition, we have supported two other Local Authorities in meeting their responsibilities 
and will continue to do so where this is in the best interests of children. 
 
The supply of information in response to a freedom of information request does not 
confer an automatic right to re-use the information. You can use any information supplied 
for the purposes of private study and non-commercial research without requiring further 
permission.  Similarly, information supplied can also be re-used for the purposes of news 
reporting. An exception to this is photographs. Please contact us if you wish to use the 
information for any other purpose. 
 
Should you wish to make any further requests for information, you may find what you are 
looking for is already published on the Council’s web site and in particular its FOI/EIR 
Disclosure log, Council's Publication Scheme, Open Data and Facts about Coventry. 
 
If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you can ask us to review our 
response. Requests for reviews should be submitted within 40 days of the date of receipt 
of our response to your original request – email: infogov@coventry.gov.uk  
 
If you are unhappy with the outcome of our review, you can write to the Information 
Commissioner, who can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe 
House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or email casework@ico.org.uk.  
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in your response.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Jackie Rutherford 
Business Manager 
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Please contact Councillor George Duggins 

Direct line 024 7683 1003 

Email: george.duggins@coventry.gov.uk 

 
 

Mr Dalvinder Panesar 
Strategic Migration Partnership 
 
Via email at:  Dalvinder.panesar@birmingham.gov.uk 

Our reference: GD/JW 

21st September 2016  

 

 

Dear Mr Panesar, 

I am writing in response to correspondence from Robert Goodwill MP regarding 
Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking and Refugee Children. 
 
I am able to confirm that Coventry prides itself on being a City of Peace and 
Reconciliation.  We recognise and take seriously our responsibilities to those who are 
vulnerable. 
 
I can confirm that it is Coventry’s intention to sign up for the National Transfer Scheme 
and a formal decision regarding this will be taken to the November City Council Cabinet 
meeting. 
 
Here in Coventry we are already caring for 24 UASC.  In accordance with the 0.07 
formula for receiving UASC we anticipate being able to take a further 24 young people. 
 
In addition, I can confirm Coventry’s anticipation of also supporting children through the 
Vulnerable Children’s Resettlement Scheme. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Councillor George Duggins 
Leader of Coventry City Council     
 
 
 
 
 




