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	Coventry Schools Forum 

	
	

	Time and Date:
	Thursday 7 May 2026 at 4:30pm


	Venue:
	Microsoft Teams


	Present:  
	Schools Forum: Joss Andrews, Sybil Hanson, Amjid Zaman, Julieanne Morton, John Teago, Michael Berry, Miranda Coles, Fiona Brinson, Lisa Wright, Terrie Kenyon, David Kershaw, Nicky Downes, Marina Kelly, Ruth Williamson, Rosemary Malcolm, Gary Watson, Louise Stewart, Sharon Cutler

Local Authority: Rachael Sugars, Paul Hammond, Lucy Lambert, Sarah Kinsell, James Gillum, Sukriti Sen


	Apologies: 
	Schools Forum: Louise Kelman, Sarah Malam, Glenn Mellor, Helen Quinn, Adele Wallis, Ghulam Vohra, Leah Baddeley, Sarah Kenrick, Nikki Evans, Louise Dewis

Local Authority: Cllr Kindy Sandhu

	
	




CSF20/26 - APOLOGIES AND WELCOMES

Please see above for attendance and recorded apologies, it was confirmed that the meeting was quorate.

James Gillum was welcomed to Schools Forum.


CSF21/26 - CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 March 2026 were confirmed, Schools Forum members are encouraged to read the minutes in conjunction with the presentation slides.


CSF22/26 - MATTERS ARISING AND REVIEW OF ACTION LOG

The below actions have been completed or are on today’s agenda:




· CSF15/26 - Paul Hammond and Sarah Kinsell to update at a future Schools Forum on the meeting with a representative from the Department for Education.
· CSF16/26 - Sarah Kinsell and Rachael Sugars to update on SEND white paper at a future Schools Forum, when additional detail has been published.

Ongoing actions:

· CSF16/26 - Sarah Kinsell to brief Schools Forum and Headteacher Partnerships when information is available on changes to identifying disadvantaged children.


Action - Lucy Lambert to ask Simone Ebuoma to confirm that Cllr Kindy Sandhu shared Schools Forum’s comments on Plas Dol-y-Moch with other Councillors.


CSF23/26 – FUNDING UPDATE

· Please see presentation slides 3 to 5.

It was asked:

How is the low prior attainment part of the Inclusive Mainstream fund calculated?

The Primary figure is based on the number of children not reaching a good level of development at the end of EYFS, and the Secondary figure is based on KS2 attainment.

· Please see presentation slides 6 to 9.


Action – Schools to send case studies to Paul Hammond and Sarah Kinsell, for discussion at future meetings with the Department for Education’s finance team.


It was asked:

Will schools finance officers be aware of the inclusion fund when we have our budget meetings?

Yes, they are aware. They are working on year end at the moment, but once this is complete we can confirm that the inclusion fund will form part of the budget conversations with schools.


CSF24/26 – SEND REFORM

· Please see presentation slides 11 to 16.
· James Gillum, Head of SEND james.gillum@coventry.gov.uk 

It was asked:

In Coventry we’ve had a vision for SEND for a number of years. How do the new reforms fit with our vision?




Our SEND strategy in Coventry had anticipated inclusion bases, and this was already in motion within the city – the reforms have confirmed this direction of travel and placed more emphasis on it.

We have returned to the position from 25 years ago, having more pupils with SEND in mainstream. At that time, Coventry continued to support Special schools when other Local Authorities didn’t.

There is absolutely no move to get rid of Special schools, this is not the plan at all. We want to keep children in Coventry, and in their communities.


CSF25/26 – AOB


Action – Lucy Lambert to confirm the start time of the next Schools Forum meeting on 9th July, this may change due to room availability.
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