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1 INTRODUCTION 

 
 

Monitoring the performance of development plans is a key element of the planning system 
introduced in the Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and continued forward into the 
Localism Act. Specifically, local authorities are required to monitor the progress of policies set out in 
the development plan and also to monitor progress of the Local Development Scheme in preparing 
new development plan documents. 
 
The purpose of this monitoring report is to describe progress on the implementation of the Coventry 
Development Plan (CDP) and covers the period 1 April 2015 to 31 March 2016. The CDP 
recognises the importance of monitoring explicitly in paragraph 2.34. 
 
Whilst the CDP 2001 is some years old, and the authority is progressing towards the adoption of a 
new Local Plan, it continues to form the basis for planning decisions in Coventry. 
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2. Environmental Management 

 

Policy Aim 

 
The Policy aim for the Environmental Management chapter of the Coventry Development 
Plan (2001) is:  
 
"The creation of a clean and healthy environment, and to promote the conservation 
and recycling of resources". 
 

Policy Review  

The second Climate Change Strategy for 
Coventry was published in April 2012, as a 
replacement for the original 2008 strategy.  
This provides a framework for how the 
Coventry Partnership and the Council will 
respond to the challenges presented by 
climate change.  It presents a vision “to 
ensure that by 2020 Coventry is a world-
leading low-carbon and sustainable city, 
resilient to extreme weather and to long-term 
climate change”.  It sets nine objectives: 
  
1. To reduce Coventry’s carbon dioxide 

emissions by 27.5%, compared to a 2005 
baseline; 

2. To increase the city’s GDP by £1.9bn 
compared to a 2010 baseline, creating 
26,000 low-carbon jobs; 

3. To ensure that every school is an Eco-
School and that 50% have ‘Green Flag’ 
status 

4. To improve home energy efficiency and 
reduce fuel poverty; 

5. To implement a climate change 
community engagement plan to build a 
sustainable city; 

6. To define the necessary requirements to 
achieve a 50 per cent waste recycling rate 
for the city; 

7. To develop a procurement code for the 
city; 

8. To increase green space, protect habitats 
and encourage locally-grown food; and, 

9. To improve the city’s resilience and raise 
awareness of climate change risks, and 
encourage infrastructure improvements. 
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Coventry continues to cut its carbon 
emissions at pace – Since 2014, of the 20 
largest cities in England, Coventry has made 
the sixth largest percentage reduction. Down 
from making the largest reduction in 2013. 
Figures from the Department of Energy and 
Climate Change show that emissions per 
head of population in Coventry dropped from 
7.0 tonnes in 2005 to 4.4 tonnes in 2014, the 
latest year for which data is available.  This 
37% reduction is well ahead of the average 
for the UK of 20%. 
  
The City Council has agreed a Carbon 
Management Plan which covers its own 
buildings, street lighting and vehicle fleet, 
aiming to reduce emissions by 35% before 
2020 based on a 2008/09 baseline.  In 
2014/15 estimated emissions were 14,999 
tonnes, a drop of 42% from the 26,000 tonnes 
emitted in 2008/09.  Practical measures such 
as more energy efficient lighting systems, 
using fuel efficient fleet vehicles and changing 
behaviours around energy use have all 
contributed to the reduction.  In addition, the 
Heatline district energy system contributed 
hundreds of tonnes of carbon savings. 
 
Tackling fuel poverty continues to be one of 
the priorities for the Climate Change Strategy, 
and using the latest figures released in 2014, 
there are currently 13% of households defined 
as being in fuel poverty. In actual fact, this 
shows a small reduction of nearly 2% over 
preceding years. The number of houses in 
fuel poverty is anticipated to decrease further 
still with the improvements to energy 
efficiency in current housing stock, and better 
quality in new housing developments. The 
Council is also providing support to 
householders through advice and information 
on energy saving, fuel tariffs and financial 
assistance. 
 
Renewable Energy 
 
Last year, 2014/15, saw the first full year of 
operation of the Heatline district energy 
network, where heat from the Waste to 
Energy plant is shipped into the city centre via 
approximately 4 miles of underground pipes 
to heat seven major Council-owned and 
public buildings.  The scheme saves over 
1,300 tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions  
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each year by removing the need for gas 
boilers. This continues to be the case for 
2015/16.  
 
An Energy Services Company called 
Coventry District Energy Company manages 
the system which supplies Civic Centres 1 to 
4, Herbert Art Gallery & Museum, the 
Coventry Sports Centre and the Council 
House.  The heat supplied is very low carbon 
and has several backup systems to ensure its 
resilience.  A 650 cubic metre thermal store 
constructed at Grove Street to ensure that 
heat generated from overnight incineration of 
waste is not lost – this is the largest outside of 
London and will further help the expansion of 
the network. 
 

Throughout the city, demand for solar 
photovoltaic panels, producing electricity from 
sunlight, remains high. Since the Feed In 
Tariff scheme launched in 2010, over 7 
megawatts of capacity has been installed in 
the city across 1,750 separate domestic and 
commercial properties.  The 1.17 megawatt 
array at Jaguar Land Rover’s Engineering 
Centre remains the city’s largest single 
installation. 
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Policy EM2: Air Quality 
 
In considering planning proposals, Policy EM2 
has provided a basis for assessment and for 
negotiating monitoring measures aimed at 
avoiding increased concentrations of 
pollutants. Developers may be asked to 
demonstrate that their plans will not adversely 
affect local air quality, and adopt appropriate 
mitigation where necessary, by referring to 
the West Midlands Low Emissions Towns and 
Cities Programme guidance document (May 
2014) which Coventry has adopted. The 
document encourages the uptake of low 
emission vehicles and associated 
infrastructure on new developments, as well 
as more sustainable methods of transport 
such as car share schemes and provision of 
cycle routes. 
 
Air quality is monitored in line with national 
standards and, if areas fall below these 
standards, an Air Quality Management Area 
(AQMA) will need to be established. The aim 
of this is to identify where poor air quality has 
changed or increased. Since November 2009 
the whole of Coventry has been a designated 
AQMA area for nitrogen dioxide, as the air 
quality objective for this pollutant (mainly 
caused by road traffic) is not being met on a 
number of busy arterial roads with major 
junctions, i.e. Foleshill Road, Stoney Stanton 
Road and Holyhead Road.  This continues to 
be the case, although the thinking behind the 
city wide declaration was that the worst 
affected stretches of road were not tackled in 
isolation, thus avoiding the situation where the 
problem is simply shifted from one place to 
another.   
 
The Council continues to review its strategy 
for tackling poor air quality in the city. As part 
of this work, it has taken the decision to close 
its three remaining automatic monitoring units 
which had become old and unreliable. 
Resources can instead be focused on priority 
areas using diffusion tubes, and Coventry has 
begun trialling a new type of monitor called 
AirSensa in 2015/16. This is expected to 
enable improved air quality monitoring to take 
place and therefore promote better 
interventions that will improve public health. 
In addition Defra are operating their new 
Automatic Urban and Rural Network (AURN)  
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unit in Allesley. 
 
Review and assessment work by the 
Environmental Protection team has indicated 
that diesel vehicles are the main contributor to 
poor air quality in the city. The Council are 
now focused on improving air quality in areas 
that exceed the national air quality objectives 
through Action Planning. Producing an Action 
Plan is a significant piece of work that 
involves other stakeholders such as Public 
Health and transport planners. The Action 
Plan will set out how the Council intends to 
reduce emissions from road traffic, and will 
also focus on development control in priority 
areas to reduce exposure to poor air quality. 
Funding may be required through planning 
agreements to establish air quality 
assessments and/or improvements. The team 
is also reviewing the impact and future control 
of biomass boilers on the City’s air quality 
which are being promoted nationally as 
sustainable alternatives to fossil fuelled 
appliances, particularly in school premises. A 
draft is hopefully going to be started towards 
the second half of 2017.  
  
 
Policy EM6: Contaminated Land 
 
There is information in respect of 
contaminated land in Coventry, sourced 
mainly from planning applications where a 
survey has been required. This is publicly 
available, but only lists contaminated land 
where development is proposed. Any 
proposed development is assessed to ensure 
that the land is suitable for use, and historical 
contamination does not affect public health or 
the environment.  
 
The Council has a duty to identify and 
investigate land that is potentially 
contaminated. Environmental Protection are 
currently updating The Contaminated Land 
Strategy  following the period 2012 – 2016, 
which sets out how the Council is 
investigating potentially contaminated sites in 
accordance with the revised Part 2A Statutory 
Guidance. Although it is expected to remain 
largely the same as previous versions. Since 
the Strategy was first published in 2001 the 
Council have identified  2,685 potentially 
contaminated sites in Coventry, and the   
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revised Strategy describes how these sites 
will be prioritised and investigated using a risk 
based approach.  
 
Over the last few years the Council have 
successfully bid for nearly £300,000 of 
funding to proactively investigate 8 potentially 
contaminated sites in the city. However Defra 
no longer make such funds available to local 
authorities and therefore the Council is reliant 
on the planning process for proposed 
(re)development sites to be investigated and 
remediated to a ‘fit for purpose’ standard.  
 
The list of 2,685 potentially contaminated 
sites is not publicly available. Anyone who 
wishes to find out about contaminated land at 
a specific location in the city can make a 
request for information under the 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004. 

 
 
Policy EM9: Waste Strategy 
 
The Municipal Waste Management Strategy, 
2008-2020 is still currently undergoing its first 
scheduled review with targets and actions 
being looked at to reflect current and future 
priorities: 
 

 2010/2011 – 35% 
 2011/2012 – 37% 
 2012/2013 – 36%  
 2013/2014 – 35.8% 

 
The Coventry Development Plan contains a 
waste strategy policy for a hierarchy of waste 
handling methods and indicating how waste 
should be moved up the hierarchy. It also 
contains a policy for the location of re-use and 
recycling facilities and criteria based policies 
for materials recycling facilities and 
composting.  
 
Close working relationships have continued 
and strengthened with colleagues in Solihull 
and Warwickshire on waste management 
matters with opportunities for further joint 
working in the future continually being 
explored. The Council is keen where-ever 
possible to support and promote sub-regional 
waste management facilities that will bring 
economies of scale to all end-users.   
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The Council, through its planning and waste 
strategies is keen to promote the use of local 
facilities for the treatment of waste materials, 
for example the use of compost generated 
from the local household waste on the farm 
where it is treated (reducing the need for 
additional transport). 
 
Given this close working on waste 
management and the current waste 
management practices of the sub-region, the 
Council see a clear necessity for the "sharing 
of waste facilities across boundaries" to 
include both existing sites and the 
requirement for new sites. 
 

 
Policy EM10: Re-use and Recycling 
 
There are three main targets in the 
Government’s Waste Strategy: 

 to recover value from at least 40% of 
municipal waste by 2005, 45% by 
2010, and 67% by 2015; 
to recycle or compost 25% of 
household waste by 2005, 30% by 
2010 and 33% by 2015; and to reduce 
the proportion of industrial and 
commercial waste which is disposed 
of to landfill to 85% of 1998 levels by 
2005. 

 to reduce the proportion of industrial 
and commercial waste which is 
disposed of to landfill to 85% of 1998 
levels by 2005. 

 
The Council provides a waste service 
collection at all flats and apartments where 
recycling facilities are present. A programme 
of works is in place with a number of 
Whitefriars Housing Association properties 
where they are keen to improve accessibility 
and service for their tenants. 
 
Since receiving financial support through 
Government funded schemes, the Council 
launched ‘The Coventry Recycling Club’ in 
May 2015. In the early summer of 2015, the 
council initiated a trial doorstep collection 
service of textiles and small electrical items, 
so that they could be recycled. However, the 
trial was not a success and the service is no 
longer being pursued.   
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Over the last 18 months the recycling 
performance of the Household Waste 
Recycling and Reuse Centre (HWRRC) has 
continued to improve to around 70% and has 
consistently seen reduction in material going 
to landfill. Although across 2015/16 no 
improvement was made, and in actual fact, 
disposable tonnage to landfill increased from 
5% in 2014/15 to 7% in 2015/16. New 
material streams for recycling have been 
added including, mattresses, carpets, paint 
and further work is being carried out to 
continue to improve and add to the material 
streams where possible. 
 

 

 

 
 
Policy EM11: Materials Recycling Facilities 
 
There are no government targets for materials 
recycling facilities. In the Coventry context the 
performance of the policy can be measured 
by the number of sites located within areas 
used or allocated for industrial purposes.  A 
number of new facilities are in the process of 
either applying for planning permission or 
becoming operational over the coming 
months and years. 
 

Recycling/ 
composting 

targets 
2009/10 2014/15 2019/20 

Coventry City 
Council 

32% 40% 50% 
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3. HOUSING 

 

Policy Aim  

 
The Policy aim for the housing chapter of the Coventry Development Plan (2001) is:  

 
“To promote the provision of the right quantity and quality of housing to meet the 
needs of a population broadly the same size as at present, wheth er by providing 
�P�D�U�N�H�W���R�U���µ�V�R�F�L�D�O�¶���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J�´���� 
 

 
Housing Targets 
 
�7�K�H�U�H���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���D���U�D�Q�J�H���R�I���µ�W�D�U�J�H�W�V�¶���I�R�U���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���W�K�U�R�X�J�Kout the lifetime of the CDP.  
 
The previous Annual Monitoring Report considered housing completions against the 2008 
Adopted Regional Strategy (2008 RS) (Adopted Development Plan) and the RS Phase 2 Review 
(included in the 2009 Core Strategy, which was formally withdrawn in October 2012). The RS 
Phase 2 Review requirement will continue to be considered within the context of this document to 
allow for a consistent approach with previous monitoring reports, and reflects the Inspectors 
recommendations (In March 2010) about how the RS Phase 2 requirement should be applied to 
Coventry. 
 
These assessments of housing need are now out of date - the West Midlands RS was officially 
abolished in May 2013. This officially deleted the 2008 RS, and further diminished any material 
weight that may still have been applied to the 2009 Phase 2 Review.  
 
A new draft Local Plan 2016 has been developed, and was submitted to the Secretary of State on 
1st April 2016. The development of the Plan included an update of the evidence base relating to 
housing need, with a Joint Coventry and Warwickshire Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
(SHMA) completed in 2013, and further updated in 2015. The 2015 SHMA identified an 
Objectively Assessed Need (OAN) for 42,400 homes �W�R���D�F�F�R�P�P�R�G�D�W�H���&�R�Y�H�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���J�U�R�Z�W�K��between 
2011 and 2031. The draft Local Plan 2016 includes provision for 24,600 homes within the city, 
with the remainder to be provided in neighbouring Warwickshire Local Authorities, as set out in 
the Housing Memorandum of Understanding. 
 
�3�R�O�L�F�\���+�������µ�+�R�X�V�L�Q�J���/�D�Q�G���5�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�¶���S�K�D�V�H�V���W�K�H���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���R�I���W�K�R�V�H�����������������K�R�P�H�V�����Z�L�W�K��������������
homes per annum for the first five years (2011-16) and 1,300 homes per annum for the remainder 
of the period (2017-31).  
 
The draft Local Plan is undergoing examination by the Planning Inspector and has not been 
adopted, but this has been included here as a reference point for monitoring in future years. The 
SHMA Objectively Assessed Need does provide a basis for consideration within the context of the 
NPPF. 
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Table 1: Adopted RS (2008) Housing Requirement (Now abolished) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Table 2: 2009 Draft Core Strategy Housing Requirement (now withdrawn) 

Timeframes – Phased by Panel Report Addendum - Nov 09 Net Total Annual (Net) 

2006-2011 3,895 779 

2011-2016 5,835 1,167 

2016-2021 7,990 1,598 

2021-2026 8,780 1,756 

2026/2028 2,650 1,325 

Total 29,150 - 

 
Table 3: Draft Local Plan 2016 – Objectively Assessed Need to be met within Coventry 
boundary (based on SHMA 2015 OAN) 

OAN Joint SHMA (2015) to be met 
in Coventry 

Total Annual 

2011-16 5,100 1,020 

2017-31 19,500 1,300 

Total 24,600 
  

Plan Periods 
Gross Provision Demolition Assumption 

Total Annual Total Annual 

2001-2007 3,900 650 480 80 

2007-2011 2,600 650 320 80 

2011-2021 8,300 830 400 40 

2021-2028 (rolled 
forward assumption) 

5,810 830 280 40 

Total 20,610 - 1,480 - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New apartments at Banner Brook 
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Housing Completions. 
 
2015/16 saw the highest number of net 
housing completions within the period 
covered by the CDP, at 1436 net 
completions.  This continues the upward 
trend of the last few years.  
 
Net completions for the period 2011-16 have 
exceeded the total required in Policy H1 of 
the draft Local Plan (based on the SHMA 
2015), with 5,563 net completions over the 
period compared to a target of 5,100.  
 
Appendix 1 provides more detailed 
information. 
 

 
Figure 1 
 

 
 
 

Demolitions 
Demolitions in 2015/16 were low, with only 30 
demolitions reported.  The change in the 
demolition rate continues to be primarily 
linked to a slow clearance in the regeneration 
areas of Wood End, Henley Green and 
Manor Farm.  
 
Higher levels of demolition between 2002 and 
2008 mean that Coventry continues to 
exceed its cumulative assumption from the 
2008 RS. The slowdown in recent years 
means demolition rates remain below the 
cumulative rate assumed by the 2009 Core 
Strategy. The 2015 Joint SHMA made no 
specific assumptions about demolitions, 
instead focusing on net housing need. 

Figure 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Detailed data in Appendix 1. 
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Completions on Previously Developed 
Land (PDL). 
 
The proportion of new residential 
development on PDL remains high within 
Coventry. These high levels of completion on 
PDL show that policies protecting green 
space (such as GE8) are proving effective. 
 
The percentage of new housing development 
on PDL in 2015/16 was 92%. 
 
The total for the period 2001-2016 was 93%, 
which is the same as the 2008 RS target 
(Policy CF4).  
 
Appendix 1 contains the data to support 
Figure 3. 
 

 
Figure 3 
 

 
 

 
Conversions and Change of Use. 
 
2015-16 saw an increase in completions from 
conversions/change of use, with the 
proportion of conversions well above historic 
trends (but not reaching the peak of 
2010/11). However, the actual number of 
dwellings from conversions/change of use �± 
374 �± is the highest number, per annum, 
within the plan period.  
 
These included the sub-division of single 
houses to flats and conversions of offices to 
new homes. 
 
Appendix 1 provides detailed data to support 
Figure 4. 

 
 
 

 
Figure 4 
 

 

New housing scheme at Chace Avenue 
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Type and Size of New Build Dwellings 
Completed 
 
A key recommendation in the SHMA is the 
need for Coventry to provide an increasing 
number of 3 and 4 bed houses to meet the 
need for family homes and to diversify the 
�F�L�W�\�¶�V���K�R�X�V�L�Q�J���V�W�R�F�N�� 
 
4 bedroomed properties account for 20% of 
completions, and increase from 16% in the 
last monitoring year. Over half were three or 
four bedroom family homes.  
 
However, there is still a need for a supply of 
smaller properties to meet the needs of 
smaller and single-person households. 
Household formulation statistics published by 
the ONS continue to suggest an increase in 
single person households across Coventry.  
 
Figure 6 shows a continuation of the recent 
trend for a high proportion of completions 
being houses, at almost 2/3 of the total. This 
demonstrates the trend for family 
accommodation being the preferred dwelling 
type for new build development in recent 
years.  
 
Figure 6 also highlights that the number of 
new bungalows constructed over the past 
year continues to be low.  
 
Monitoring will continue to ensure a balance 
is struck between meeting housing need and 
ensuring the most efficient use of land. 
 
 

 
Figure 5 
 

 
 
Figure 6 
 

 

 

L-R: New apartments at Upper York Street, new bungalows at Lady Lane, new affordable homes at Clay Lane 
and new houses at Banner Brook. 
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City Centre Housing 
 
CDP policies CC3-CC5 continue to 
promote new housing within the city 
centre area.  
 
Since 2001 nearly 1/5th of all completions 
within Coventry have been within the city 
centre (totalling 2,263 dwellings). The 
majority of these have been apartment 
schemes; however in recent years, the 
market for centre apartments has declined 
with a focus on conversion of commercial 
property to studio apartments or cluster 
flats for students. 
 
The on-going regeneration at Friargate 
and the Precinct Area will promote and 
provide further opportunities to deliver 
substantial residential provision within the 
city centre.  
 
Appendix 1 provides detailed data to 
support Figure 7. 
 

 
Figure 7 
 

 
 

 
Housing Completions for Registered 
Providers (RP's) 
 
RP's manage approximately 18% of 
Coventry's housing stock, including 
�S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �V�R�F�L�D�O�� �U�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �µ�D�I�I�R�U�G�D�E�O�H 
rent�¶.  
 
Figure 8 shows that delivery of gross 
housing by RP's in 2015/16 was below 
recent trends.  
 
The number of properties lost to the 'right 
to buy' scheme and other disposals 
continues to remain low, although it has 
slightly increased relative to recent trends. 
 
Appendix 1 provides detailed data to 
support Figure 8. 
 

 
Figure 8 
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Vacant Dwellings 
 

Figure 9 shows the total number of vacant 
dwellings in Coventry decreased slightly in 
2015/16. This reverts to the recent 
established downward trend following an 
increase in 12/13.  
 
The number of properties that are empty 
for longer than 6 months has also shown a 
significant downward trend (figure 10), 
and in 2015/16, account for only 0.8% of 
total dwelling stock in the city (from a peak 
of 2.3% in 2003/04). 
 
Appendix 1 provides detailed data to 
support Figures 9 and 10. 
 

 
Figure 9 
 

 
 
Figure 10 
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Density of Annual Completions  
 
Figure 11 shows that completions at 
different densities continue to fluctuate 
year on year. 
 
2015/16 shows an increase in the 
proportion of sites with mid- and high-  
densities (30-49dph and 50-99dph), and 
very few sites at very high density (over 
99 dph) and a reduction in the proportion 
of sites at low density (under 30dph). 
 
Trends show that completions around the 
mid-range densities are becoming 
increasingly common. This may be as a 
result of the increase in the number of 
family homes being built on urban sites. 
 
Appendix 1 provides detailed data to 
support Figure 11. 
 
 

 
Figure 11 
 
 

 

 
Gypsy and Traveller Pitches 
 
Despite the deletion of CDP Policy H14, the monitoring of Gypsy and Traveller caravan sites 
within the city is still an important indicator. July 2014 saw a large increase in the number of 
caravans recorded, due to an unauthorised encampment. Apart from this, the number of caravans 
recorded remains steady at 15-24 on authorised sites.  Trends will continue to be monitored on a 
6 monthly basis in line with DCLG data. Appendix 1 provides detailed data to support Figure 12. 
 
Figure 12 

 
Source: The DCLG 6 monthly count of caravan sites. 

 
The NPPF requires consideration to be given to maintaining a 5 year supply of adequate pitches 
for Gypsies and Travellers. The Council�¶s Gypsy and Traveller Needs Assessment identified the  
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refurbishment of the site at Siskin Drive as being adequate to meet identified needs up to 2017. 
This assumed the site would be regenerated for 15 pitches, including the 4 currently occupied. 
This equated to one more pitch than was considered necessary to meet the identified need. 

 
L-R: New housing development at New Century Park and new homes at Wood End (the NDC regeneration area). 
 

 
Housing Land Supply  

 
The analysis below of the future Housing Land Supply focuses on performance against the 
stepped trajectory which is proposed as part of the submitted draft Local Plan (based on the sub-
regional SHMA 2015), updating performance to April 2016. The chart below shows the continued 
upward trajectory of annual completions across the city. This shows that 5,550 new homes have 
been developed between 2011 and 2016, compared to a requirement within the stepped 
trajectory of 5,100 dwellings. The requirement has therefore been exceeded by 450 homes 
 
 
Figure 1: Past and Projected Completion Rates 

 
 
To provide further context to the chart, the expected completion rates for the next 3 years are 
included, which show the expected continuation of the upward trend in house building across 
Coventry. 
 
The Council continues to demonstrate a positive performance against the requirements of the 
stepped trajectory. 
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Housing Land Supply (2011-2031) 
 
The updated monitoring position highlights a total housing land supply for the period 2011-2031 of 
25,372. This has added an extra 349 homes to the supply compared to the previous monitoring 
year which largely reflects uplift in approved planning consents. The Land supply comprises the 
following components: 
 
Figure 2: Housing Land Supply Components (2011-2031) 

Supply Components 
All 

Supply 
PDL Greenfield % PDL 

Completions (2001-2016) 5,550 5,146 404 93% 

Outstanding Permissions 5,900 4,793 1,107 81% 

Sites Under Construction 945 771 174 82% 

Draft Local Plan Allocations 8,920 1,075 7,845 12% 

Draft CC AAP Allocations 649 649 0 100% 

SHLAA Sites 3,058 2,739 319 90% 

Windfall 350 350 0 100% 

Total 25,372 15,523 9,849 61% 

Excluding completions 19,822 10,377 9,445 52% 

 
 
The 5 Year Supply (At April 1st 2016) 
 
Of the total supply, 6,669 (34% of total supply excluding completions) have been assessed as 
deliverable within the next 5 years (2016-2021). Approximately 76% of these potential dwellings 
are on brownfield land, and 75% already benefit from planning permission or are under 
construction. 
 
Figure 3: 5 year supply Housing Land Supply Components 

Supply Components All Supply PDL Greenfield % PDL 

Outstanding Permissions 4,031 3,261 770 81% 

Sites Under Construction 945 771 174 82% 

Local Plan Allocations 970 600 370 62% 

CC AAP Allocations 0 0 0 - 

SHLAA Sites 723 433 290 60% 

Windfall 0 0 0 - 

Total 6,669 5,065 1,604 76% 

 
Points of Note: 

�x No allowance is made for windfall developments in the first 5 year period. 

�x At this stage, no allowance is made for land currently within the Green Belt as until such 
time as the emerging plan is adopted, the deliverability of the sites remains constrained by 
Green Belt policy. 

�x All sites have been assessed against the requirements set out in NPPF Para 47 and were 
appropriate, in accordance with the Coventry and Warwickshire SHLAA methodology 
(LP52), which includes a high level consideration of development viability. 

 

Comparison with the Housing Requirement: 
 
Figure 4 summarises the 5 year supply against the draft Local Plan housing requirement. This 
applies a 5% buffer in relation to both the Liverpool and Sedgefield approaches.  
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Figure 4: 5 year Supply Testing 

Draft Local Plan requirement (stepped) Liverpool Sedgefield 

Total 5 Year Supply 6,669 6,669 

Total 5 Year Requirement 6,350 6,050 

Requirement Annualised 1,270 1,210 

Number of Years Supply 5.25 5.51 

Supply as a % of requirement 105% 110% 

 
All assessments are presented as a % and as a number. To be acceptable in NPPF terms it 
should equal or surpass 105% and 5.2 years (for a 5% buffer) or 120% and 6 years (for a 20% 
buffer). 
 
It is common to see the Liverpool approach showing a stronger position than the Sedgefield 
approach as need is spread over a longer period of time making the annualised requirement 
lower. Due to over performance in the first 5 years of the plan period however, the use of the 
Sedgefield principle means the benefits of that oversupply are realised over a shorter period of 
time than would otherwise be the case �± hence it shows a stronger outcome in this instance. 
Nevertheless, both approaches show a 5% buffer relative to the draft Local Plan requirement. 
 
Sensitivity Testing 
 
This is a sensitivity test of the 5 year supply if the existing Green Belt constraint were to be 
removed. This would technically assume an adoption of the draft Plan is in place and considers 
whether any of the identified Green Belt sites could begin delivering homes sooner than currently 
projected. All other aspects of the supply pipeline are unchanged.  
 
This projects an additional 865 new homes being completed up to 2021 on proposed Local Plan 
allocations (namely the Keresley SUE, Eastern Green SUE, land at Cromwell Lane and the 
nursery site at Browns Lane). Within this scenario these homes are in effect being brought 
forward from the middle part of the housing trajectory. 
 
This alters the land supply position as follows: 
 
Figure 6: Alternative 5 year Supply Testing 

Alternative Projection to Draft Local Plan 
requirement (stepped) 

Liverpool Sedgefield 

Total 5 Year Supply 7,534 7,534 

Total 5 Year Requirement 6,350 6,050 

Requirement Annualised 1,270 1,210 

Number of Years Supply 5.93 6.23 

Supply as a % of requirement 119% 125% 

 
Conclusions 
 

The table shown overleaf highlights the conclusions of the above commentary. This clearly shows 
that the identified supply meets the 5 year supply requirement as presented in the Local Plan. 
 
It also shows that this position is strengthened under the alternative projection scenario which 
highlights the importance of delivering a sound Local Plan that supports and �I�D�F�L�O�L�W�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���F�L�W�\�¶�V��
step change in housing delivery. 
 
In conclusion Coventry City Council is able to demonstrate a NPPF compliant 5 year supply of 
housing at this current time. 
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4. Economy & Employment  
 
 
Policy Aim  

 
The policy aim for the Economy & Employment chapter of the Coventry Development Plan 
2001 is: 

 
"To provide sufficient land of a range of quality and size to strengthen and diversify 
the economic base of the City, in ord er to maximise employment and minimise 
economic disadvantage "  

 
 
Overall Economic Situation of Coventry  
 
Unlike in recent years, the unemployment level in Coventry has decreased below the rate of the 
regional level in the West Midlands, although it still remains higher than the national rate seen in 
Great Britain. This recent downward trend has signalled the beginnings of an economic recovery, 
and brought the unemployment rate closer to the national level. Overall, the downward trend in 
Coventry over the last 2 or 3 years appears to mirror both regional and national trends. 
 
Percentage of Working -Age Population Claimin g Job Seekers Allowance (JSA) over  the Past 
Decade 

 
(JSA data obtained from the Office for National Statistics).  
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B-Class (employment) C ompl etions  
 
There were completions on 6 sites during the 
year to 31st March 2016. In Coventry, the 
largest of these completions was at Plots 4 
and 5 Lyons Park, Coundon Wedge Drive. 
The other 5 completions were at; Cashs UK 
ltd., Torrington Avenue, former Bell Green 
Goods yard and Edgewick Park Industrial 
Estate, Lythalls Lane Industrial Estate, and 
Tom White Waste, Stonebrook Way. The sixth 
site was outside of Coventry City Councils 
administrative area; MTC Academy 
Building/Zone 3, Ansty Park. This is located 
within the administrative boundary of Rugby 
Borough Council although forms part of 
�&�R�Y�H�Q�W�U�\�¶�V�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W�� �O�D�Q�G�� �D�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��
former RSS and now the Duty to Cooperate 
process. 
 

Financial 
Year 

2015/16 

Completed 
Site Area 

(Ha) 

Completed 
Floor S pace 

(sq.m)  
B2 4 58,707 
B8 0.65 2,980 

B1/B2 3.05 14,584 
B1/B8 2 5,060 
B2/B8 4.5 19,930 
Total  14.2 101,261 

of which 
in 

Coventry 
11.2 45,548 

 

Size of B-Class Completions (2015/16)
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B-Class (employment) C ompletions  2006-
2016 
 
The table (right) shows the percentage of 
employment development (by use class) that 
was completed on previously-developed land 
in Coventry over the 2015/16 financial year.  
 
84% of employment completions were on 
previously-developed land in 2015/16. This is 
below the level of development on PDL over 
the past couple of years. Although these 
figures indicate 16% of development on Green 
Belt land, this percentage is only 1 actual 
completion in raw numbers. The development 
being at Ansty Park under the jurisdiction of 
Rugby Borough Council. 
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Office  (B1) Completions  
 
Likewise to 2014/15, there were no exclusive 
office schemes completed during the year to 
31st March 2016. This reflects the recent trend 
and highlights that the office market continues 
to show limited activity. Despite this, it is worth 
noting that there have been B1 constructions 
on a small, ancillary scale to both B2 and B8 
developments.  
 

 

 
Employment Land Under C onstruction  
 
There were 9 employment sites under 
construction at 31st March 2016. The largest of 
these being the site just south of Whitley 
Business Park at 12 hectares in size. In total, 
Coventry has 38.7 hectares of employment 
land under construction.  

 

 
Total (employment) Land S upply  
 
As at March 2016 several of sites with extant 
permission had not commenced, these 
include some larger sites such as the 
remaining areas of; Lyons Park (Browns 
Lane) �± 14.4 hectares, Ansty Park �± 15.1 
hectares, and Plot DC8 on Pro-Logis Park, 
Ryton �± 16.7 hectares, which despite being in 
Rugby Borough forms part of Cove�Q�W�U�\�¶�V��
employment land supply in accordance with 
on-going agreements between the two 
councils. The majority of the other sites are 
below 4 hectares in size and can be seen in 
the appendix to this chapter.  
 
In 2014/15 there was 85ha of employment 
land supply. In 2015/16 the total supply 
increased to 89ha. The employment 
appendices sets this out in more detail.  
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Churn of (employment) Land 
 
�7�K�H���µ�F�K�X�U�Q�¶���R�I�� �H�P�S�O�R�\�P�H�Q�W���V�L�W�H�V���W�R���D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H��
uses continues to be experienced throughout 
Coventry. Contrary to recent years, the loss of 
employment sites to alternative uses appears 
to have slowed, with only two sites (former 
Ultraseal, Godiva Place, Lower Ford Street 
and former Brandish Vauxhall Dealership) 
now no longer occupied by B class use. A 
potential explanation for this being that the 
majority of unused B class sites have at this 
point already been re-developed into other 
use types.  
 
The chart (right) shows the mix of uses that 
have been brought forward on 'churn' sites, 
over the previous ten years (at varying stages 
of development). A common theme that has 
emerged, subsequently established itself over 
recent years, and continues today, is the 
continuing conversion of city centre offices to 
student accommodation. In actual fact, 27% of 
the total area described as �µ�F�K�X�U�Q�¶�� �V�L�W�H�V��
(96Ha), has been redeveloped for student 
housing in the last 5 years, illustrating the 
prominent nature of student accommodation 
in redevelopment projects in and around 
Coventry. 
 

  

 
Overall Position  
 
The market for B-class (employment land) development continues to be weak, but there are 
positive signs in the local economy, such as the fall in Job Seekers' Allowance claimant count (as a 
proxy for unemployment rate). What is especially encouraging is that the level of unemployment in 
Coventry has decreased below the regional level, and maintained this lower rate across 2014/15 
and 2015/16. 
 
The total supply of employment land with planning permission stands at 89Ha, an increase of 4Ha 
on the previous year. The challenge to the market continues to be: how is best to implement those 
permissions, especially the very large sites that can make a significant contribution to job creation 
in the city? Whilst the level of building activity remains low, largely due to a lingering lack of 
confidence in the economy, which has been exacerbated by wider national and international 
political events over the year, and the range and choice of sites with planning permissions in 
Coventry, means the city is in a strong position when the economic recovery starts to gather pace.  
 
The 'churn' of (mainly industrial) sites continues, making a good contribution to the range of homes 
with planning permission, as well as enabling the redevelopment of the remainder of the sites for 
employment generating uses. This indicates that CDP Policy E8 continues to work well. 
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5. SHOPPING  
 

Policy Aim  
 

The Policy aim for the Shopping chapter of the Coventry Development Plan (2001) is:  
 

"To develop and maintain a range of defined Centres across the City to provide the 
highest possible quality shopping and other services and meet the needs of the whole 
community in locations accessible by a choice of means of transport."  

 
 
Policy Review  
  
In early 2012 the National Planning Policy 
Framework came into force, this established 
a requirement for a sequential test for 
planning applications in main town centre 
uses not in a defined centre. The NPPF also 
sets out a �µhierarchy of centres�¶ principle and 
also requires an impact assessment for 
proposals outside defined centres, where the 
proposal is over 2500sqm. 
 
New shopping developments proposed in this 
Plan continue to focus on the central 
Shopping Area/City Centre, Major District 
Centres, District Centres and Local Centres. 
 
The total retail floor space completed in 
2015/16 is 1,555 sq.m.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
Policy Performance  
 
Policy S 1: Shopping Strategy;  
 
The Policy has been used as a part of the 
consideration of proposals for the expansion 
of Major District and District Centres, and to 
respond to out-of-centre proposals as 
described below. 

 
Policy S 2: Major District Centres  
 
This policy has continued to facilitate a 
mixture of A1 convenience and A1 
comparison at all centres.  
 
Policy S 3: Foleshill Gasworks Major 
District Centre  
 
Any proposal for further shopping 
development beyond 20,430 sq.m. will be 
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considered against Policy S 11. 
 
Policy S 4: District Centre s 
 
This policy has continued to facilitate a 
mixture of A1 convenience and A1 
comparison at all centres.  
 
Furthermore, this policy has enabled both 
residential (C class) and community/leisure 
facilities (D(2) class) to be developed at a 
number of District Centres, namely; Ball Hill, 
Bell Green, Brade Drive, Daventry Road, 
Earlsdon, Foleshill Road, Jardine Crescent 
and Jubilee Crescent.  
 
 
Policy S 5: Local Centres  

 
These policies have continued to be used 
successfully to facilitate small-scale 
extensions and changes of use for premises 
within centres and to expand the wider role of 
centres. This is exemplified in the fact that at 
November 2016, out of 511 units across all 
Local Centres, 62% where in A1 use, 6% 
were in A2 use, 9% were in A3 use, 3% were 
in A4 use, 10% were in A5 use and the 
remaining 10% were in B, C and D class use. 
 
These policies have also been used as the 
basis for parts of Core Strategy Policy SC 1. 
 
Policy S 6: Ground Floor Units in Defined 
Centres  
 
Policy S 6 continues to work well in achieving 
an appropriate mix of uses in centres.  
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Policy S 9: Local Shops  
 
Policy S9 has only enabled proposals that will 
not adversely affect defined centres, or 
�F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�\���E�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���I�R�U���L�Q���D��
defined centre, to be permitted. In other 
words, ensured the viability and vitality of the 
defined centres as set out in 2001 Local 
Development Plan. 
 
Outside centres, Policy S 9 has continued to 
provide a firm basis to assess proposals for 
expansion and changes of use of shops as in 
previous years. The Policy remains an 
important part of the Shopping Strategy in 
guiding development in appropriate locations 
 
Policy S 10 : Catering Outlets  
 
Policy S 10 has continued to be used 
satisfactorily to respond to applications for 
cafes and restaurants (Class A3 use) and hot 
food takeaways (Class A5 uses) 
 
Policy S 11 : Edge -of -Centre and Out -of -
Centre Retailing  
 
Policy S 11 has continued to be used 
satisfactorily to respond to applications for 
edge-of-centre and out-of-centre retailing. 
 
More detailed discussions of events relating 
to a number of the CDP Policies are 
contained in the Appendix. 
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6. Access and Movement  

Policy Aim:  

The Policy aim for the Access and Movement chapter of the Coventry Development Plan 
(2001) is: 

�³�7�R�� �L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�� �D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �Z�K�R�O�H�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �Z�L�W�K��particular regard for the 
needs of disabled people, by promoting new or improved means of public transport, 
walking and cycling and by reducing reliance on the private car. Policies are also 
intended to improve access to regeneration areas, improve social equity and 
�P�L�Q�L�P�L�V�H���D�Q�\���D�G�Y�H�U�V�H���H�I�I�H�F�W�V���R�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���´ 

Policy Review  

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out overall national strategic transport policy 
context. Locally, transport policy is set out in the West Midlands Local Transport Plan (LTP) 
a strategy to 2026.  
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Policy AM1: An Integrated, 
Accessible and Sustainable 
Transport Strategy  

The main objective of this policy is to 
ensure that all members of the 
community can easily reach the 
destinations they require with a choice 
generated by a range of transport 
modes. This policy sets a strategic 
approach to ensuring that the planning 
process promotes development in 
appropriate and accessible locations, 
and encourages an extensive transport 
network for all modes of travel, to as 
many areas of the city as possible.  

The City Council has continued to work 
closely with developers to promote new 
developments in accessible locations. 
Where accessibility issues may arise, 
the City Council has continued to seek 
mitigation and supporting measures, 
whether through financial contributions 
from developers, or on-site highway 
works. For example the Friargate 
development is witnessing the 
construction of a major new office 
development near Coventry Station in a 
highly accessible location, on which 
work has alreadty begun. This project 
has helped to lever in £12.8m of 
Regional Growth Funding to construct a 
new bridge deck over the ring road. 
Thus significantly improving pedestrian 
and cycling links between the city 
centre and the station area.  

The 2011 LTP sets out a transportation 
strategy for the West Midlands 
Metropolitan area. The government 
provides capital grant funding to 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���W�K�H���G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���R�I���/�7�3�¶s.  

In 2015/16, the Settlement for Coventry 
was £4.3 million for LTP Maintenance 
(roads and associated structures), 
although this is a decrease in funding  
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over the last couple of years. 

LTP Integrated Transport across 
2015/16 was £1.5 million. The 2013/14 
Transportation Capital Allocation report 
sets out a detailed programme of local 
transport schemes which will assist in 
meeting the objectives and targets of 
the West Midlands LTP and CDP, and 
where LTP Integrated Transport 
Funding will continue to be directed 
towards.   

The City Council has continued to seek 
additional funding resources to boost 
transportation investment. Through a 
combination of; European  funding, 
Regional Growth funding, Local 
Sustainable Transport funding and 
Department for Transport funding, 
Coventry City Council has secured £2.7 
million for highways maintenance and 
£1.5 million for Integrated Transport 
Programmes across 2015/16. Site 
specific schemes for the year include; 
£1.8 million on A4600 Congestion 
Relief Scheme and £479,000 on 
Whitley Junction. The total capital 
scheme approvals across Coventry for 
2015/16 was £42.8 million. 

 

Policy A M2: Public Transport  

 

This policy promotes the use and 
development of the public transport 
system across the city.  The 
predominant form of public transport in 
Coventry is bus travel, and the City 
Council has continued its work with 
Centro and bus operators to improve 
bus services and infrastructure.  

Work is continuing to deliver improved 
rail services on the Coventry 
North/South Corridor as part of the  
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NUCKLE scheme. Package 1 has been 
completed, with new stations now 
located at the Ricoh Arena and 
Bermuda Park, and platform extensions 
at Bedworth Station. Package 2 will see 
delivery of a new bay platform at 
Coventry Station (work to commence in 
2018).  

In addition to the platform extension, 
proposals are being developed as part 
of the Coventry Station Masterplan, 
including; new pedestrian access 
between future bus interchange and 
second station building, a new 
footbridge and new lifts all prior to 
2018. Planned to be completed before 
2021 are; a new 650 space multi storey 
car park and second new station 
entrance with retail building, new drop 
off point, aforementioned bus 
interchange, and highway/pedestrian 
improvements to improve connectivity 
between Friargate and the city centre.  

 

Policy AM3: Bus  Provision in Major 
New Developments  

 

The policy aims to ensure that bus 
services are integrated into all new 
large developments.  

The University of Warwick has been 
continuing to invest in new and existing 
transport services across the city for 
both students and staff as part of their 
Travel Plan and section 106 
agreement.  As part of this, the �µ�6�R�X�W�K��
�:�H�V�W���&�R�Y�H�Q�W�U�\���-�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���3�U�R�J�U�D�P�P�H�¶�����D��
new dedicated Bus Interchange to 
increase capacity and provide space for 
five buses at any one-time has been 
completed.  
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Policy AM4: Bus Priority Measures  

The policy objective is to promote the 
implementation of bus priority 
measures at suitable locations to 
improve the reliability of bus services. 
The council continues to monitor the 
effectiveness of new bus lanes and 
contraflow bus lanes that are 
introduced across the city. 

 

Policy AM5: Bus Park and Ride  

 

The policy supports the development of 
additional park and ride sites.  

There have been no significant 
changes to the Park and Ride service 
operated by a partnership of Coventry 
City Council and Stagecoach. The Park 
and Ride in Memorial Park is continued 
to be served by Stagecoach services 
which provide passengers with a 
regular Sunday service, and early 
morning/late evening buses.  

 

AM6: Hackney Carriage Ranks  

 

The objective of the policy is to ensure 
that taxi ranks are provided in suitable 
locations. The Council continues to 
monitor usage and demand for facilities 
whether through new development 
proposals or major highway schemes.  

  

Policy AM7: Rail Services  

 

The policy objective is to encourage the 
construction of new rail stations and 
promote the enhancement of existing 
rail facilities.  
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As already discussed, part of the 
NUCKLE project involved 2 new 
stations at Bermuda Park and the Ricoh 
Arena to be constructed along the 
Coventry-Nuneaton rail line. 
Implementation of the Coventry Station 
Masterplan will help further enhance 
facilities at Coventry station and 
support the final phases of the 
NUCKLE scheme.  

 

Policy AM8: Improving Pedestrian 
Routes  

 

The objective of this policy is to 
encourage safer pedestrian routes 
across the city. This has been done 
through comprehensive public realm 
improvements, focussed on better 
integration between pedestrians and 
the urban environment. Completed 
schemes include Belgrade Plaza, 
Whittle Arch and Lidice Place, with 
Greyfriars Lane under development. 
Whilst planned development that builds 
on these, and other successful award 
winning public realm enhancements 
include, Pepper Lane and Cuckoo 
Lane.  

 
As part of the South West Coventry 
Junction Improvement Programme a 
number of public realm improvements 
have been completed - Gibbet Hill 
Road �± central campus, outside 
Warwick Arts Centre, Gibbet Hill 
Road/University Road/Scarman Road 
roundabout and Gibbet Hill 
Road/Leighfield Road. 
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Policy AM 11, 12, and 13: Improving 
Cycling Facilities, Cycling in New 
Developments and Cycle  Routes  

 

The objective of these policies is to 
encourage cycling through the 
improvement of cycle facilities and 
cycle routes. The cycle network is 
continually being improved in 
combination with new developments 
including the implementation of cycle 
parking. 

The City Council and Centro have 
continued to secure funding for cycling 
improvements from the Local 
Sustainable Transport Fund. The 
scheme which benfites from this 
investment, Cycle Coventry, covers 
areas to the south west and north west 
of the city. The scheme is improving 
facilities for cyclists by creating new 
cycle routes and installing more cycle 
parking.   

 

Policy AM14 and 15: Roads and 
Highway Authority Road Schemes  

 

The policy objective is to promote and 
encourage new roads to complete the 
strategic road network across the city. 

Both the Whitley Junction and Banner 
Lane/Broad Lane improvement 
schemes have been completed, in 
addition to other, less significant, 
highways investment programmes.  

 

Policy AM 16: Other Road Schemes  

 

Four schemes are shown on the 
Proposals Map. Only Tollbar (A45/A46)  
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junction remains outstanding. This 
project is being led by the Highways 
Agency, funding has been committed 
for the scheme and construction is now 
underway. 

As part of the South West Coventry 
Junction Improvement Programme a 
number of junction improvements to 
relieve congestion were completed in 
conjunction with the University Of 
Warwick: A45/Kenilworth Road, Charter 
Avenue/Mitchell Avenue roundabout, 
Gibbet Hill Road/University Road, 
Gibbet Hill Road/Kenilworth 
Road/Stoneleigh Road, Gibbet Hill 
Road at Gibbet Hill campus, A45/Sir 
Henry Parkes Road, Westwood 
Way/Mitchell Avenue, Kirby Corner 
Road/Charter Avenue/Lynchgate Road 
roundabouts, A45/Broad Lane and Tile 
Hill Lane towards the city centre. 

A pinch point package on 
Hinckley/Ansty Road A4600 near the 
Hospital has been completed and 
deliverd. This junction improvement 
scheme has been managed in 
conjunction with the University Hospital 
who are carrying out improvements to 
car parking and access arrangements. 

 

Policy AM20: Road Freight  

 

The West Midlands LTP has a policy to 
encourage �µ�6�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H���D�Q�G���(�I�I�L�F�L�H�Q�W��
�)�U�H�L�J�K�W���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�¶���� 
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7. BUILT ENVIRONMENT  
 

Policy Aim  
 

The Policy aim for the Built Environment chapter of the Coventry Development Plan (2001) is: 
 

"To achieve a high quality built environment throughout Coventry, not only for its own 
sake, but to maintain the attraction of th e City as a good place in which to live, work, 
play, invest and visit."  

 
 
Policy Review  
 
The Sustainability Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPG) has been adopted, which 
incorporates travel plans, walking and 
cycling. It details seven key requirements 
that relate to achieving a more sustainable 
built environment.  
 
The Coventry Urban Design Guidance SPG 
is a more detailed explanation of Policy 
BE2, including eight principles of urban 
design. Work is progressing on the City 
Centre Urban Design Framework SPD, City 
Centre Streetscape Design Guide, and the 
Highway Design Guide. 

 

 

 
Policy Performance  
Transport Corridors and Gateways  
(BE 4 �± BE7)  
 
Road Corridors  
 
The previously identified corridors are the 
Foleshill Road/Longford Road/Bedworth 
Road Corridor, and another two sections of 
road corridors; Stoney Stanton Road (south 
of Sewall Highway junction) and Walsgrave 
Road Corridor (Gosford Street to Ball Hill) 
which is part of a priority corridor. Work has 
been undertaken to improve the centres of 
Foleshill and Longford.  
 
Ongoing bus improvements are sought 
through the Bus Showcase scheme. 
Although there are discussions regarding 
the removal of bus lanes altogether in order 
to free up road space in and around the city 
centre.  
 
 

City Centre  
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The Canal Corridor  
 
In 2008, the results of a botanical survey 
conducted by the Habitat Biodiversity Audit / 
Wildlife Sites Project, on behalf of the City 
Council, informed a decision to include the 
whole length of the Coventry Canal as a 
provisional Local Wildlife Site (pSINC) in the 
emerging Core Strategy. This was later 
confirmed as a Local Wildlife site in 2015. 
 
Gateways  
 
A consultant's study on corridors indicated 
ideas for Gateways along the Foleshill 
Road. There are a list of potential gateway, 
public art and feature lighting at key 
locations in this corridor. Subject to future 
funding, gateway features will be introduced 
as part of the public realm in the Stoney 
Stanton Road corridor. The Walsgrave 
corridor has a strategy to enhance the 
quality and appearance of the corridor as an 
ambassadorial route and gateway into the 
City Centre. The Far Gosford Street 
improvements have contributed to the 
improvement of Sky Blue Way entrance to 
the City. 
 

 

 

 

 
The Historic Environment (BE 8 �± BE 15) 
 
There are over 300 statutorily listed 
buildings; over 280 locally listed buildings;  
16 Conservation Areas; 10 Scheduled 
Monuments (including 11 parts of the city 
walls) and 4 Registered Parks and Gardens 
in the City. This constitutes a rich and 
visible heritage, which needs to be 
protected, enhanced and interpreted. In 
many cases this obvious backbone of the 
historic environment contributes significantly 
to a sense of place, most prominently in the 
three cathedrals area in the City Centre. On 
a smaller scale Allesley Village and Ivy 
Farm Lane derive their character principally 
from groupings of statutory and locally listed 
buildings. The long and grand-tree lined 
approach to the City along the Kenilworth 
Road and Joseph Paxton's London Road 
Cemetery demonstrate the contribution that 
nationally important historic landscapes 
make to the City. This built heritage is  
 

 Canal Basin   

Kenilworth Road  

Far Gosford Street  
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valued by the community, which expects the 
Council to play the role of principal 
custodian. This is best undertaken in 
partnership with the many private owners of 
historic buildings in the City. Apart from 
nationally recognised landscapes, there is a 
growing realisation that the historic 
landscape can survive in open areas of the 
City such as in the Green Belt and in more 
built up areas along river valleys.  
 
Coventry contains a wealth of 
archaeological sites ranging from a 
prehistoric village at Canley, to the 
extensive urban remains of one of Britain's 
principal medieval cities. Twentieth century 
events have dramatically altered the City's 
above ground appearance, but much of the 
historic medieval City still survives, buried 
below ground. Archaeological investigations 
are a source of major public interest and 
civic pride, showing them to be a rich 
cultural resource for learning, recreation and 
enjoyment, and a generator of tourism and 
inward investment for Coventry. In addition 
to the City's buried remains are rich 
mosaics of associated urban and rural 
landscape, which have a conservation value 
in their own right. They often contribute to 
the distinctive local character of an area, as 
well as being part of the historic fabric of the 
landscape and valued by the community. 
The Coventry Historic Environment Record 
(including the Coventry Historic Landscape 
Characterisation) is used to inform strategic 
and local policies for conserving the historic 
environment, as well as providing the 
information base for recommendations 
made in response to planning applications 
and other proposals  
 

 

 

Priory Gardens  

Far Gosford Street  
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Conservation Areas (BE 8 �± BE 10) 
 
A Conservation Area appraisal and 
management plan is currently being 
prepared for a proposed new Conservation 
Area in Earlsdon. Policy BE9 has continued 
to form the basis of consideration of 
proposals. 
 
Listed Buildings (BE 11-13) 
 
Eight new Listed Buildings have been 
designated, all at Grade II. These are: the 
���������¶�V��neo-Tudor style Biggin Hall Hotel 
public house; five parts of the 1838 London 
to Birmingham main railway line (the 
Sherbourne and Sowe Viaducts, Mile Lane 
Bridge and the portals of Humber Road 
Tunnel); �D�����������¶�V��welded steel sculpture at 
the University of W�D�U�Z�L�F�N�����W�L�W�O�H�G���³���%���6�H�U�L�H�V��
�1�R�����´��;  and the early 19th century 
Weighbridge and Weighbridge Office at 
Coventry Canal Basin.  
 
Locally Listed Buildings (BE 14)  
 
One new building has been added to the 
Coventry Local List; the former Brownshill 
Green United Reformed Church, a Victorian 
chapel building which was opened as 
Brownshill Green Congregational Chapel in 
1887. Policy BE 14 has continued to form 
the basis for the consideration of proposals. 
 
Archaeological Sites (BE 15)  
 
Archaeological desk-based assessments, 
evaluations and watching briefs were 
carried out at various sites in Coventry 
during 2015-2016, but without any very 
significant new discoveries. In addition 
historic building survey and recording was 
carried out at a number of buildings subject 
to demolition or extensive renovation.   
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 G R E E N  E N V I R O N M E N T   

 
8 . GREEN ENVIRONMENT  

 
Policy Aim   

 
The Policy aim for the housing chapter of the Coventry Development Plan (2001) is:  

 
"To provide people with rich, accessible and diverse Green Spaces, linked to the surrounding 
countryside where possible, while ensuring effective conservation of wildlife, landscape and 
natural features, as important elements of a clean, healthy and sustainable environment."  






