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This document identifies how the principles of sustainable development can
be successfully incorporated into development schemes. It uses appropriate
case studies of good practice in Coventry.
RE-USE OF EXISTING BUILDINGS
An environmentally responsible, canal side mixed use development providing
live-work apartments low-energy homes and offices, created from the shell of
Coventry's original Victorian power station.

modern office suites
within the restored
buildings, Electric
Wharf

SUSTAINABLE PLACES
Priory Place, in Coventry City Centre is part of the Stirling Prize short-listed
Phoenix Initiative. The centrepiece square comprises media, restaurant and
residential space all integrated with the new public spaces.

Priory Place – new media,
bar, restaurant and
apartments in a public
space containing exciting
public art

MATERIALS
Demolition material at Electric Wharf has been reused on site, minimising
landfill. The internal structures are made from locally sourced timber and
recycled materials have been incorporated throughout. New buildings
incorporate higher standards of insulation to reduce energy use and working
from home reduces car trips. New pedestrian and cycle routes have been
introduced linking to the city centre to encourage walking and cycling.

Sustainable building design
and construction will also
create comfortable, attractive
and healthy places for people
to live - new stylish space
within a typical live-work
apartment at Electric Wharf

Restoration and extension of the grade 2 listed former ribbon factory in
Coventry city centre provides a restaurant and the city's first loft apartments.
Loft style apartments
were created in the
upper parts of The
Ribbon Factory, each
with views over Priory
Cloister, Holy Trinity
Church and Coventry
Cathedral.

Priory Place integrates
traditional red sandstone
with modern render and
sustainable sourced cedar
cladding to create high
quality buildings to
compliment the high
quality public spaces.

ENERGY
The Coventry University library building was designed with energy efficiency
and sustainability in mind from the outset. Central to its concept is the natural
ventilation system. Air enters in the ground floor and ten brick towers around
the perimeter extract stale air using a stacking effect.

The Coventry University library is
technically innovative and imaginative in
architectural terms and cost savings are
proving that incorporating energy efficiency
need not be an expansive option.

WATER
Measures designed for the protection and enhancement of existing water
features such as balancing ponds, wetlands, brook courses and ditches would
be carefully scrutinised to ensure that surface water run off is managed within
the existing eco-system or at least the water flow speed is considerably
reduced. This will allow greater quantity of the water to be filtered into
aquifers.

SUDS have been
used in the £8m
Alan Higgs Centre,
Coventry

TRAVEL
A Park & Stride scheme, the first of its kind in the city, has been implemented
at Cannon Park Primary School, providing a designated safer walking route to
the school, enabling parents who have to drive to drop their children off away
from the school to walk the remainder of the way.

Safer routes to school at Brays
Lane and Cannon Park,
Coventry

WASTE & RECYCLING
Coventry's Waste to Energy plant uses household and commercial refuse
wastes and converts it to useable energy. This not only provides an
additional source of energy but also diverts waste, which may otherwise have
gone to landfill.

Waste to Energy plant,
London Road, Coventry

AIR QUALITY
Coventry City Council has declared three Air Quality Management Areas
(AQMA) due to predicted increases of the 2005 target for nitrogen dioxide
levels of 40μgm-3.

AQMA 1 is in
the City
Centre and is
composed of
an area in the
region of
Cross
Cheaping,
Burges, Hales
Street, Trinity
Street, and
Ironmonger
Row

AQMA 2 is
composed of an
area around the
A4600
Walsgrave Road
between
Brighton Street
and
Shakespeare
Street in the Ball
Hill area of
Coventry.

AQMA 3
comprises an
area
surrounding
the junction of
Allesley Old
Road B4106,
Four Pounds
Avenue and
Queensland
Avenue.
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