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My Background



West Midlands Mayoral remit 

Warwick is a 
Non-constituent 

Member

Coventry is one 
of seven Core 

Members
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Then came the Industrial Revolution
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We fell behindé

Indices of employment in Birmingham and the UK (1971-2003)

Birmingham United Kingdom Source: BEIC, Employment Census, AES & ABI



But now weôre back in business

West Midlands
16.5

Percent change in GDP since 2012



Progress is visible



Inward investment remains strong
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Two of the Top Five most Entrepreneurial Cities

Source: Instant Offices (2019)



Total employment is rising



Tourism is booming 

Hotel occupancy at 
an all time high:

75% 



Restoring pride in our region



Londoners are voting with their feet



Major events to look forward to



Major events to look forward to



Agenda

State of the Region

Our Plan for the West Midlands

Reflecting on the last two years



The UKôs first Local Industrial Strategy 



Driving Productivity across our Sectors



With Digital as the Golden Thread



Connecting our sectors with 5G



Create Central to boost our screen industry



Creating a world-class automotive cluster



Supported by UKBIC, Coventry



Pressing on with our transport strategy



Reopening our Historic Rail Lines 



A new station for Coventry



A new station for Rugby? Rugby Parkway 


