
  
 

 

Information Governance Team 

Postal Address: 

Coventry City Council 

PO Box 15 

Council House 

Coventry 

CV1 5RR 

www.coventry.gov.uk 
E-mail: infogov@coventry.gov.uk 
Phone: 024 7697 5408

08 October 2021 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 
Request ID: FOI364507992 

Thank you for your request for information relating to enquiry about compost and woodchippings.
 
You have requested the following information:
 
Please can you advise what happens to the food waste collected from households, if this is
turned into compost and then if this is available to be supplied to the public. Additionally
can you advise if wood chips are available to the public from toppings trees from the local
Coventry area. I ask from an allotment perspective and gaining mulch resources. 
 
Garden and food waste from the brown-lidded bin will be sent to In Vessel Composting. The waste
is shredded to a uniform size. The compost process is started by naturally occurring micro-
organisms in the waste. As the micro-organisms break down the materials, they release nutrients
and the temperature increases to 60 to 70 degrees Celsius. This kills pathogens, weeds and
seeds. After three to four months the waste is fully composted and used by local farmers, it is not
available to the public. 

All wood material produced from the tree work necessary to manage the urban forestry in Coventry
is sent for energy recovery at a wood fired power station. The appointed contractor stores it and
then sends it by lorry to the energy industry once they have a large enough pile. 

We can have our contractor supply woodchip to allotments on a one-off basis, however, the quality
of the chip is not good for allotment purposes; it is very green and has not been composted.
  
The supply of information in response to a FOI/EIR request does not confer an automatic right to



re-use the information. You can use any information supplied for the purposes of private study and
non-commercial research without requiring further permission. Similarly, information supplied can
also be re-used for the purposes of news reporting. An exception to this is photographs. Please
contact us if you wish to use the information for any other purpose. 
 
For information, we publish a variety of information such as:  FOI/EIR Disclosure Log,  Publication
Scheme,  Facts about Coventry and   Open Data that you may find of useful if you are looking for
information in the future. 
 
If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you can ask us to review our response.
Requests for reviews should be submitted within 40 days of the date of receipt of our response to
your original request – email:  infogov@coventry.gov.uk
 
If you are unhappy with the outcome of our review, you can write to the Information Commissioner,
who can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane,
Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or email  icocasework@ico.org.uk.
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in your response.

Yours faithfully 
  

Information Governance 


