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05 January 2022 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 
Request ID: FOI383479408 

Thank you for your request for information relating to private rented sector and enforcement.
 
You have requested the following information:
  
This FOI is for the attention of the department that oversees the private rented sector and
enforcement. 

The Enforcement Index seeks to measure the effectiveness of enforcement activity of each
local authority in England. The Index is measured by data collected from housing
departments from each local authority and will be an opportunity to benchmark and
demonstrate the current landscape of local authority enforcement to raise standards
overall. 

The information you provide in this FOI will be used to comply this Enforcement Index and
used in conjunction with other NRLA campaign work and policy proposals. This includes
the better use of data to tackle criminal landlords, standardised enforcement policies so the
law is applied fairly and consistently across the country. 

1. How many housing units in your local authority do you estimate to be in the PRS? 

27,900. 



2. Please state the year in which your local authority last carried out a Stock Condition
Survey. 

2013. 

3. How many environmental health officers work for the local authority whose main job is to
enforce standards in the private rented sector? (FTEs) 

10; Nine currently in post. 

4. How much (£) did it cost a landlord to obtain a mandatory HMO licence for a single
property occupied by five people in your local authority, within the year 2020? Please
exclude any discounts. 

The costs are between £1,055.00 and £1,250.00 for one year; £705.00 for two years and £640 for
a five-year licence. 

5. How many working days did it take for a typical mandatory HMO licence application to be
processed and issued, within the year 2020? Please write the typical number of working
days from receipt to decision. 

On average 254 working days. 

6. Is it your local authority's policy to inspect a property before issuing a mandatory HMO
licence? 

Yes.
 
The supply of information in response to a FOI/EIR request does not confer an automatic right to
re-use the information. You can use any information supplied for the purposes of private study and
non-commercial research without requiring further permission. Similarly, information supplied can
also be re-used for the purposes of news reporting. An exception to this is photographs. Please
contact us if you wish to use the information for any other purpose. 
 
For information, we publish a variety of information such as:  FOI/EIR Disclosure Log,  Publication
Scheme,  Facts about Coventry and   Open Data that you may find of useful if you are looking for
information in the future. 
 
If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you can ask us to review our response.
Requests for reviews should be submitted within 40 days of the date of receipt of our response to
your original request – email:  infogov@coventry.gov.uk
 
If you are unhappy with the outcome of our review, you can write to the Information Commissioner,
who can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane,
Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or email  icocasework@ico.org.uk.
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in your response.
 



Yours faithfully 
  

Information Governance 


