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The purpose of Better Start

In order to have a clear overview of children’s progress in your
setting, you need to bring together the wealth of information you will
have gathered for the individual child into a manageable summary
of progress. The purpose of Better Start is to help you record that
summary.

The summary of the child’s learning and development should
be based on a holistic view of the child. It will be a best-fit
judgement that you make based on all the information you
have gathered and know about the child.

Better Start is used to summarise the development of the
child in relation to their chronological age band. This

will be defined within the seventeen aspects in each of
the seven areas of Learning and Development. The
seven areas of learning should be used for guidance.
Practitioners need to be very familiar with the Early
Learning Goals and child development milestones in
order to support the process of continuous assessment.

Better Start gives you the opportunity to enter summative
assessment data four times throughout the year:
Baseline, Autumn term, Spring term and Summer term.

As clearly indicated in the expectations of assessment
within the Revised Early Years Foundation Stage (2021),
child development is not linear and generic milestones
must not be used as a tick list to track children’s

progress. A best-fit judgement should always be made.
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When are the tasks open?

The first task will be the Baseline assessment. This task will open at the beginning of
September, at the start of each academic year and close in October. This will provide
a baseline to identify where each child is within their learning and development in
each of the seventeen aspects of learning. This can then be used to measure progress
throughout each term and across the academic year.

If a child joins the provision after this task has closed, then the first task completed for
that child will become their Baseline. Key workers should continue to closely observe any
children joining the provision throughout the year, to ensure a baseline is established and
recorded in order to accurately indicate progress.

The second task will be at the end of the Autumn term and will be open between
November and December.

The third and fourth tasks are the Spring and Summer assessments
and will open at the start of each term, closing towards the end of term.

Guidance for specific dates will be given in advance
of the task opening.
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What information should be used to form 3

best-fit judgement?

A best-fit judgement should be made using a wide range of information about a child’s
learning and development. This information may include:

® Observations of the child across different areas of learning and in a range of situations,
both indoors and outdoors

Day to day interactions between the adult and child and the child with their peers
Photographs / videos / children’s work
Discussions with and information shared by parents and carers

Discussions with other professionals involved with the child or family

The format in which this information is kept will vary from provider to provider.

Making a3 best-fit judgement

From this wealth of information, you will use your professional
judgement to decide if the child is on track or not on track for each
aspect of learning. As early learning is not linear, some children
may be on track in some aspects of learning and not on track in
others.

When forming a judgement about whether an individual child is
at the expected level of development (on track), practitioners
should use the information outlined above and draw on their
knowledge of the child and their own expert professional
judgement to come to a holistic best-fit judgement.
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How to record and submit data

Better Start is located on the Coventry Early Years Provider Portal.

Over the academic year, there will be 4 summative data tasks to complete on the Better
Start portal.

The following guidance demonstrates how to complete a task and download reports
based on the summative data inputted.

1. Task One - Start of the Autumn term. This information will form a baseline for
new children.

2. Task Two - End of the Autumn term.
Task Three - End of the Spring term.
4. Task Four - End of the Summer term.

4.1. Please note - for Reception classes, the data submitted for Task Four will
be used for the EYFSP.

Information gathered on the Better Start portal will allow you to track children’s progress
over time.

Ensure that this type of data is covered within your privacy notice. If it is not currently,
review and update your privacy notice as appropriate. Further, ensure that parents and
carers provide their written consent for their child’s assessment data, this could, for
example, be included within your induction information.

Once the Coventry Data Team open a task, the provider will receive an email notification.
This is when practitioners will be required to start entering children’s summative data.
Therefore, it is advised to continually gather formative data on children’s learning and
development during the term, in preparation for each task opening.
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The first step is to log into the Coventry Early Years Provider Portal and go to the
home page.
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Once on the home page scroll down and click the Better Start icon, this will take you to
the Better Start page where you can access the open tasks.

= My tasks

+ Add Adhoc Assessment
Start an adhoc assessment
m Autumn Assessment - Better Start Not Sta
Test EYProvider - Test EY Provider_8450 Due 12 days

/

On the left-hand side are the open tasks for completion.
Click on the open task to access it.

This part of the task will already be populated with any child who was on your last
headcount submission.

# Home PesilesrSan = Admmslralion = & TESTFYPROVIDER = @ Bk ot
™ Autumn Assessment - Better Start [ Dt s 13 days |

Test EYProvider  TestEY Provider 8450  Age range 0-60 (Months)
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To add a new child who isn’t already on the list, press the ‘add child’ button and enter the
required fields.
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Include In Assessment = | Taoole |

Now you need to choose which children you will be completing an assessment for. Click
this toggle box to choose all children on the list or select them one by one.

Once you have selected the children you will be completing an assessment for, press the
‘next’ button which will take you to the following screen.

 Autumn Assessment - Better Start
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On this screen are the aspects at the top from left to right. Children’s names are listed
from top to bottom. The Better Start portal will automatically calculate the age of each
child in months.

Select the child’s name and select one of the drop-down options for each aspect of
learning. There are 5 drop-down options:

® Birth - 12 Months

12 - 24 Months

24 - 36 Months

3 -4 Years

Children in the Reception Year

Each drop-down option above is listed twice. Once with ‘Not on Track’ and once with ‘On
Track’. Ensure you select the correct option according to your best-fit judgement.
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After you have entered the best-fit judgements for all children in all aspects of learning,
scroll to the bottom to review the following options.

® Choose Children - this will take you to the previous screen where you can add or
remove children from the assessment page.

® Cancel - this will cancel your progress and take you back to the Better Start home
page.
® Download - this will export your assessment data into an excel spreadsheet.

® Save - this will save your progress. You can save your progress at any time and come
back to it any time before the task deadline date.

@ Submit Assessment — this will submit your assessment data to the Better Start portal.

You can make changes after submitting the summative data onto the Better Start portal
and resubmit your task if necessary. However, changes cannot be made or resubmitted
after the deadline has passed.

How to run a report

Once you have submitted the summative data assessments, there are several reports
which can be run to analyse the data.

Log into the Coventry Early Years Provider Portal and go to the Better Start page.
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On the right-hand side click the
‘My Reports’ tab.

= My messages My reports <&

No messages found

Any messages sent you will be shown here
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Press ‘Run A Report’.

¥ My messages My reports

+ Run A Report
Schedule a new report to be created.

Here you will have a drop-down list of all reports available.

Once you have selected a report
to run, complete the information
required.

Firstly, give your new report a title.

All the reports will require the
academic year date. It's important

to remember that the academic year
starts in the Autumn and therefore
the following two terms have the
same academic year. For example, if
you are running a report for Spring or
Summer 2022, you must enter 2021
in the academic year.

After you have completed the
information, click 'next’.

Report Choice - =

I o would like mone Inforrration all | EypP Be
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1 Report »2 Detail 3 Processing 4 Result
Select the report Enter parameters The report runs View the report

Report Format * = PDF - Portable Document Format

Give your report a description

&=  Class Report Test

Please provider the following parameters required by the report.

Academic Year = r 4 2020

=3 3

If the report has been successful, there will be a green tick under the processing status.

’ “ REE“
Sdect the repor Enler parameiens The report nns

Wiew the: report

The report has completed processing and can be viewed by clicking on the link below.

Frecessing Status

L
Ropont Subsimed:  Today 13.00
Fum Stanas:

Tha regeset ram ad FROEIZT 130030

Summary of thi Subimittéd repant b
Provider Sevvice Test EYProvider - Test EY Provider_8450
Repost Chasen: Clags Regan Final LC 16.08
Desirigtion:

Clags Repen Teal

Swnmary of Paramaterss 2020

Now the report can be viewed.
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There is an option to download or print the report using the options highlighted by

the arrow.
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Once areport has been run it is stored on the Better Start home page and it can be
viewed at any time. There is also the option to download and delete the stored reports.

& My messages My reports

+ Run A Report
Schedule a new report to be created.

Class Report Final LC 16.08
Class Report Test

Test EYProvider - Test EY Provider_g8450

2020

EAL Report LC Final

EAL Test
Test EYProvider - Test EY Provider_8450
Autumn Term, 12-24, 2020

2YOF Report LC Final 16/08/2021
2Y0

Test EYProvider - Test EY Provider_8450

12-24, Summer Term, 2020

Transition Report Final LC 16.08 v2
Transition Repot Test

Test EYProvider - Test EY Provider_8450

Ray Six (M) 12/12/2018, 2020

Class Report Final LC 16.08
Class Report Test

Test EYProvider - Test EY Provider_g8450

2020

Distribution Grid LC Final 161082021

Distribution Test
Test EYProvider - Test EY Provider_8450

2020, Autumn Term

View / Delete Reports

Press View / Delete Reports

12
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This page stores all the reports that have been previously run on the portal. There is the
ability to search for specific reports and view them from this area.

& My reports ¥l

Description = Created

Class Report Final LC 16,08 - Class Report Test
Tewt EYProvicisr - Tst ¥ Provias_S45 P f3.00

020

EAL Report LC Final - EAL Test
Test EvPriwicier - Tast EY Brovider 8480 i ansng s ]

Audumn Teerm, 12-24, 2020

IOF Report LC Final - 790

Test EYProvides - Test £Y Provider_sa50 [ remmran ]

13=34, Summes Term, 2000

Transition Report Final LC 16.08 »2 - Trarrition Repod Test
o
Test EYProvider - Test DY Provicer §450 uonana1 |

Ray Sk {M} 1251370018, B0

3 Class Heport Final LC 16.08 - Class Report Test
Test Evfrovicer - Test £¥ Provider_set ) narans 1 J

2020

Distribution Grid LC Final - Distrinstion Test

JE Test EvProvices - Test EY Provices Se50 [ remern ]

2020, Aufurin Tarm
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Please email betterstart@coventry.gov.uk if you have any queries




