
 

Summer 1 Newsletter 

Refugee Week 2025  - Community Cape 

Don't forget to hand in your school's designs by Friday 9th May (EXTENDED DEADLINE)  for 

the community patchwork cape. There is a collection box in the main reception area at 

Friargate.  

Designs can be on any type of fabric (including traditional patterned clothing fabric or old 

garments) and could be painted, sewn or printed, they could include words, messages 

and/or pictures.  

If possible, please can you include a list of first names of all children who make a patch, so 

they can be acknowledged in the final piece. 

We look forward to seeing your designs.  



 

Giglets - Free Webinars for Coventry Schools 

Giglets are pleased to offer a free webinar for Coventry schools.  

   Overcoming Attendance Barriers: Featuring 'Square Peg' 

 Date 1st May | Time: 3.30pm 

 Join us for a powerful session with Square Peg, a pioneering organisation working to enable 

cultural and systemic change for children facing barriers to school attendance. 

   Square Peg with Ellie Costello1 

This webinar are ideal for school leaders, teachers, and inclusion leads looking for fresh 

perspectives and actionable insights. 

 
1https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/UmlKCLgQYCArEqGcPiVcygUKU?domain=d302gn04.eu1.hs-sales-
engage.com 



 

Using technology in schools survey 

Thank you to all those EAL Coordinators that have already completed the survey. If you 

haven't done so, please could you take a couple of minutes to do so. 

https://forms.office.com/e/sxfTEyKwbN  

RefugEAP 

RefugEAP2 was developed by the Universities of Leicester and Leeds and is a free, online pre-

university English and Skills programme designed to help learners meet academic English 

requirements and transition into higher education.  

RefugEAP is a free online pre-university academic English skills programme for refugee-

background students across the UK. It is for students who need to improve their academic 

English skills to help them access a degree programme at university, but perhaps have not 

been able to access a formal pre-sessional English for Academic Purposes (EAP) programme 

yet. 

Information for students | Sanctuary Seekers’ Unit | University of Leicester3  

Julia from Ukraine4 talks about how RefugEAP helped her to prepare for going to university.  

 

 
2https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ed1MZL_nR5M 
3https://le.ac.uk/cite/sanctuary-seekers-unit/initiatives/refugeap/students 
4https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hC5LjuPNS8&list=PLFz8XcwhCMdNI43MX5CcznVGsCnZG6Poh&index=1 



Day of Welcome 2025 - Live event for KS3/4 

Join us on 6th May when Asylum Speakers founder Jaz O’Hara and South Sudanese advocate 

Giel will share powerful stories of displacement to inspire pupils to rethink narratives around 

migration and foster more welcoming communities.  

Our booking page is now open if you would like to sign up: Day of Welcome 2025 | VNET 

Education CIC5   

 

Diversity in Children’s Books 

 

• Lovereading4kids.co.uk6- This book recommendation site offers lists of suggestions 

for books that celebrate diversity, offer positive images of disability, feature 

homelessness or explore Black history and culture. 

•  Storyweaver.org.in:7 Multilingual books available through a fee account.  Books are 

translated by volunteers.  

 
5https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/LYlvCwjXEf70ooRHVflUJX148?domain=vnetcic.com 
6https://lovereading4kids.co.uk/ 
7https://storyweaver.org.in/ 



• Funding for schools scheme: The LoveReading4Kids Funding for Schools Scheme8  

We Need to Talk- Oracy Education Commission 

The Oracy Education Commission, hosted by Voice 21 in partnership with Impetus, has 

published the report We Need to Talk (2024) which is now accessible online: Future-of-

Oracy-v23-web-13.pdf.9  The report emphasises the importance of creating inclusive 

environments where EAL learners are supported to develop their home and English 

language skills.   

The report states: “...approaches to oracy for EAL learners should: ensure sustained and 

systematic exposure to English in different contexts; provide opportunities for new-to-English 

learners to practise everyday language and build new knowledge and understanding of key 

concepts orally; ensure children using EAL benefit from adapted teaching, support from 

teachers, teaching assistants, peers in mixed language groups and EAL specialists if required; 

not require extensive withdrawal from mainstream classes.” (Oracy Education Commission, 

2024)  

 

 
8https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/the-lovereading4kids-funding-for-schools-scheme 
9https://oracyeducationcommission.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Future-of-Oracy-v23-web-13.pdf 



Speech and Language training 

A free face-to-face training for primary school teaching staff in Coventry to find out more 

about how to make a successful referral to the Speech and Language Therapy 

service. Universal Training – Childrens SSLT10  

 

EAL and SEND 

A recent article by Johny Daniel, Durham University explores the association of EAL and 

SEND status on learners’ achievement in reading, Maths and Writing using data from Year 6 

pupils in England across the academic years (2015-2019).  Findings reveal that learners with 

EAL and SEND face persistent challenges, especially in reading and underline the importance 

of early and targeted support for EAL learners with SEND.  

• Academic Outcomes for EAL learners with SEND:Corrigendum to “Achievement gaps 

for English learners with disabilities” [Learn. Instruct. 96 (2025) 102072]11  

 
10https://www.coventrychildrensslt.co.uk/professionals/training/ 
11https://pdf.sciencedirectassets.com/271828/1-s2.0-S0959475224X00080/1-s2.0-
S0959475225000258/main.pdf?X-Amz-Security-
Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEGIaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJGMEQCIFTAKA0YX%2Bcbwps8PZkhQHX%2B1oc%2FMVHrj4Vo
rxgxaxffAiAuEFGuZOWd8b%2FGRUFCI4D2VIa7bCYWtmhXGQXUTL1wnyq7BQjr%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2
F%2F%2F8BEAUaDDA1OTAwMzU0Njg2NSIMF1Z0Azj1MPm8JWdBKo8FzbCkSu3oPFqj1rZY9wyKAfnUEcYrhKv%2
BDYdSCYIRI3wcXwXab8o8sLP2sO8XGFZQjKeNb31RfKwjyWr50XjbWIAxnCflh1AKU11enw86i7r%2B6UmuA6w%2



• EAL and SEND: Launch of Free Training (Webinar) - The Bell Foundation-12 Thursday 

May 22nd 4-5pm  

Come and work with EMAS - an exciting job opportunity! 

This is an exciting opportunity to be part of a project aimed at enhancing the attainment of 

vulnerable newly-arrived pupils.  We are ideally looking for a confident teacher with 

experience working with newly arrived pupils in either a primary or secondary context. 

Duties will include: 

• Delivery of a city-wide programme of support for vulnerable newly-arrived pupils in 

schools across the city 

• Contributing to the development and delivery of in-service training opportunities 

and CPD promoting high quality provision for vulnerable newly-arrived pupils 

• Working with class teachers to develop their practice in meeting the needs of newly 

arrived pupils in mainstream settings 

The post advertised is for 15 hours a week, equivalent to 3 days per week fixed term for one 

year from 01/09/25 

Coventry City Council Jobs - Part-time Ethnic Minority Achievement Co-ordinator 

(Experienced Teacher with QTS)13  

 
B8KOBsDOjsXEdvDxJV6fBDUaXuLO8FGbgFeVgjvSmhOANBVd19oAoJ6pUr2sjP90l7C537qAZATW1%2B1T8jJhgYy
yOnmxwLXtGt%2FlC7y0WL6HeXOR4zARJL0nMIeuAeBCfWIIOwpSju57kCm5%2F4uZpwcTt69gerit%2Bi0Xc8ll20o
BO0Wl3BfD5n7WWDQzQVfd11jlivAnda7P%2FINNH4gvih58LqpRNqwwvgrNCMyk0kmgGnJ0FSqhaPV5SVvWH0
ZeHVn5YXNlzRQxr%2Fa6eYDYLqhfX2ymc0SNDEXSVxT5aEYmX2o4MJQCUxdVnacRSLo6fsYtWexBwJfIp87bDc%2F
1nUT2juD9faK6IycW68lwn315eFKuVeLHvoAJGsNGh6EIRWcKCtu11b6QKC8INMI0DdgXPekJjg%2ByHJXhZJx6y2iu
UU7kzD3HTWt8tAhUaX6b%2F%2BwC0clCfq3bKn0YN7lLitD3FHZ5UUny%2FWi8DmlxtzgbVx7tuLbTnfsWnpQTW
y2CiLHQCg34TeQSlW9B1lzY%2FI3%2F%2B5SULeHundKz1OUvFu2GkidZWvJ76KyWMwE4JyFxqi6%2B16OGSalg3
rSao61Z8Sz9ztCstEpdODyMFqAAW40oU%2FiyqlLftnwScFvEmvjzsuJObkvyWgHnuBxBixd0JUJAP%2BaaF2qv%2B
U3qqCBdtx1nvgYrcrqXZZx8dQv2YghMum23taVL7OCX7vKILTqyzkx%2BJ%2F1MIvuOihHBbQA6wZLJvKjm5d602IT
DY7qLABjqyAbQM2hWPnY4WjFK0hOiVGJpRXlNkJphBwHFY1DrHJkdh73fsKLOu4i2spo2tqKKinWtSo%2B79D7ee
4kDPhB65EVdVX1tWuFIA8mMYoRcChoYODFLIhdEn2AZjUzayJuPux5ky36JqgQVcC2gGesUCIp6q1YduMAKO11L0
ZZCByvURMmjj%2BNo28UTxTl3RMZq2BEjtULTszFT5GYLwLtrzf5%2BxJ%2BSb8D8dA7aeGu5phnOJIvU%3D&X-
Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20250423T103327Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-
Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQ3PHCVTYZ5EM6AIA%2F20250423%2Fus-east-
1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-
Signature=0877b28b3a534b04634a4f83178ca3e9a500adf092ca6445a8b5d647322b2c26&hash=19214255648
6dddbf2bdb65927f2cddad9b4d747467fe613173b11b882bcd236&host=68042c943591013ac2b2430a89b270f6
af2c76d8dfd086a07176afe7c76c2c61&pii=S0959475225000258&tid=spdf-48cc3513-b533-4f4d-b8c8-
b6f74859df59&sid=efd35f2f38da10490d49f469af3eb36c1b1agxrqb&type=client&tsoh=d3d3LnNjaWVuY2VkaX
JlY3QuY29t&rh=d3d3LnNjaWVuY2VkaXJlY3QuY29t&ua=1d045754550304550b5853&rr=934cb3e80beaba87&c
c=gb 
12https://www.bell-foundation.org.uk/training-events/detail/eal_send_launch_webinar/ 
13https://jobs.coventry.gov.uk/members/modules/job/detail.php?record=10981 



 

What is a Coventry Family Hub? 

Coventry family hubs offer free support and inclusive activities for families in Coventry. 

Services include early years activities, family health, parenting, training, and various 

engaging sessions such as craft activities, toddler time, baby yoga, baby massage, sensory 

play, and more! 

Find out more about Coventry Family Hubs by watching Family Hub video14 

 

Other news and events... 

• Healing Classrooms Basics Training | International Rescue Committee (IRC)15 Healing 

Classrooms basic training online in May- sign up  

• Getting your school ready for Refugee Week: Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by 

Teams16  

• No Place Like Home – Art and Poetry Competition for Schools - Sanctuary 

Foundation17  

 
14https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/VDdvCElJZt955V9INfkI7OQd8?domain=youtube.com 
15https://www.rescue.org/uk/page/healing-classrooms-basics-training 
16https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/a564bc13-d483-4109-a259-f7c5c06902de@fedc3cba-ca5e-4388-
a837-b45c7f0d71b7 
17https://sanctuaryfoundation.org.uk/art/ 



 

EMAS CPD Summer Term 

 

Accelerating Progress for Multilingual Learners Beyond New Arrivals for primary 

Wednesday 7 May 3.30pm - 5pm 

Accelerating Progress for Multilingual Learners Beyond New Arrivals for secondary 

Thursday 8 May 3.30pm - 5pm 

The importance of Speaking and Listening for EAL learners in the classroom (Primary) 

Tuesday 20 May 3.30pm - 5pm 

The importance of Speaking and Listening for EAL learners in the classroom (Secondary) 

Thursday 22 May 3.30pm - 5pm 

Supporting Writing skills of multilingual learners for secondary colleagues 

Thursday 5 June 3.30pm - 5pm 

Healing Classrooms 

Wednesday 18 June 9am - 12.30pm 

Supporting Reading Skills of Multilingual learners for primary colleagues 

Wednesday 11 June 3.30pm - 5pm 

Supporting Reading Skills of Multilingual learners for secondary colleagues 

Thursday 12 June 3.30pm - 5pm 

Language Awareness for the Classroom (Secondary) (See our Bell Foundation CPD outline 

for details) 

Thursday 26 June 3.30pm - 5pm 



Summer Term EAL Co-ordinators Network Meeting Primary and Secondary 

Thursday 3 July 3:30pm-5pm ONLINE 

Please note that the cost of all central CPD sessions is £43 per delegate. For those schools 

who have a Service Level Agreement (SLA) with EMAS, this cost can be deducted from your 

SLA. Please also note that some of the CPD sessions are free of charge for Coventry ’s 

Maintained Schools. 

If you wish to attend, please contact our admin team on admin.emas@coventry.gov.uk18 or 

the EMAS teacher team emasteachers@coventry.gov.uk19 who will include you on the 

attendee list and a link to the MS Teams session will be sent out just prior to the CPD session. 

 
18mailto:admin.emas@coventry.gov.uk 
19mailto:emasteachers@coventry.gov.uk 


