
 

 

Information Governance Team 

Postal Address: 

Coventry City Council 

PO Box 7097 

Coventry 

CV6 9SL 

www.coventry.gov.uk 
E mail: infogov@coventry.gov.uk 
Phone: 024 7697 5408

22 August 2025 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 
Request ID: FOI727990449 

Thank you for your request for information relating to Caravan dwellers.

You have requested the following information:

1) Does the council collect data on how many of its residents are living full-time in a
caravan? 
The Council records the number of Gypsies and Travellers living within the City biannually for the
Traveller Caravan Count. 

2) If yes, what is the most recent data on how many such residents there are? Please
specify the time period for which this figure applies, and any relevant detail on how it was
calculated – eg. is it number of residents or number of households? 

The information you requested falls under the exemption(s) in Section 21 of the Freedom of
Information Act 2000, which relates to ‘information reasonably accessible to the applicant by other
means.’ 

The exemption applies as the information is published and publicly available to view by accessing
the Council website, please use the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/traveller-caravan-count 

The figures for the July 2025 Traveller Count have just been submitted. The Count is undertaken
every January and July and it is the number of caravans/chalets that are counted. If one Family
occupy two caravans the number counted is two. 



3) Is it known what proportion of caravan dwellers are from Gypsy or Traveller
communities? If yes, please specify the proportion. 

There are two Gypsy and Traveller residential sites within The City and both are occupied totally by
Gypsies and Travellers. 

4) If data is not formally collected on residents living full-time in a caravan, is the council
aware of whether there are any such residents locally? 

There are other residential mobile home parks within The City, for example Lady Lane Residential
Park in Longford. We do not collect data for this type of mobile home park. 

5) Has the council ever used caravans to temporarily accommodate people who would
otherwise be homeless? If so, how many people are currently housed in this way? 

No, the Council has not used caravans as temporary accommodation for homeless households
and there are no people currently housed in a caravan as temporary accommodation. 

6) Does the council have strategic plans which incorporate the use of caravans as
temporary accommodation? 

No. 

7) Is the council taking any actions to assure itself of the electrical safety of caravans being
used as dwellings? If yes, please briefly detail the types of actions being taken. 

Of the two Gypsy and Traveller sites within the City, one is managed by a Housing Association and
they will undertake electrical safety tests in amenity blocks. On the privately owned site and in the
caravans/chalets on the managed site there is no mandatory electrical safety testing as the
residential units are owned by the occupants. 

8) In the past 12 months, has the council offered caravan dwellers any specific advice or
support on electrical safety in their vehicle? 

This information is not specifically recorded however the Council's Environmental Heath team may
provided advice when requested. 

9) Does the council collect any information on a) how caravan dwellers are accessing
electricity and b) which electrical items they are using? If so, please share details. 

On the managed Gypsy and Traveller site, the electricity is mains supplied to each residential unit.
We do not hold information pertaining to the electrical items are being used and are advising you
as per Section 1(1) of the Act. 

10) Into the remit of which a) councillor/s and b) officer/s does the wellbeing and safety of
caravan dwellers fall? 

Cabinet Member for Housing and Communities. Please see the link below for further information: 



https://www.coventry.gov.uk/councillors-mps-meps/cabinet/11 

The supply of information in response to a FOI/EIR request does not confer an automatic right to
re use the information. You can use any information supplied for the purposes of private study and
non-commercial research without requiring further permission. Similarly, information supplied can
also be re used for the purposes of news reporting. An exception to this is photographs. Please
contact us if you wish to use the information for any other purpose. 

For information, we publish a variety of information such as:  FOI/EIR Disclosure Log,  Publication
Scheme,  Facts about Coventry and   Open Data that you may find of useful if you are looking for
information in the future. 

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you can ask us to review our response.
Requests for reviews should be submitted within 40 days of the date of receipt of our response to
your original request – email:  infogov@coventry.gov.uk

If you are unhappy with the outcome of our review, you can write to the Information Commissioner,
who can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane,
Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or email  icocasework@ico.org.uk.

Please remember to quote the reference number above in your response.

Yours faithfully 
  

Information Governance 




