
 

Information Governance Team 

Postal Address: 

Coventry City Council 

PO Box 7097 

Coventry 

CV6 9SL 

www.coventry.gov.uk 
E mail: infogov@coventry.gov.uk 
Phone: 024 7697 5408

22 January 2026 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 
Request ID: FOI774770720 

Thank you for your request for information relating to Children missing from education.

You have requested the following information:

1. Total number of children in your LA 

We do not hold this information and are advising you as per Section 1(1) of the Act. To assist, you
may wish to contact the Office for National Statistics at the link below: 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/ 

2. Total number of children registered at school 

As of the January 2025 DfE School Census there were 61,603 pupils on roll at Coventry schools. 

3. Number of children who are electively home educated (EHE) 

670. 

4. Number of children who are receiving 'Education otherwise than at school' (EOTAS) 

45. 

5. Number of children awaiting a school placement 



As of the start of Spring Term 2026 there were 96 pupils who have either been allocated a space
but not yet taken on roll of the school allocated due to largely allocations having been made in
recent days and schools still following their admission process, or where the pupil has newly
arrived in the city and not yet received a school allocation as they have been in city for less than 10
days. 

6. Number of children missing from education (CME) 

259. 

7. Whether you record reasons for why a child is missing from education 
a) If so, the number of children under each reason 

 

8. If possible, the number of CME by the following demographic characteristics 

a) Gender 

138 Male. 
121 Female. 

b) Age 



 

Due to the low numbers involved, we cannot provide numbers for other ages, This has been done
as the Council considers that this information meets the definition for personal data set out in
Section 3(2) and 3(3) of the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA) as: 

(2) personal data means any information relating to an identified or identifiable living 
individual (subject to subsection (14)(c))” 

(3) “Identifiable living individual” means a living individual who can be identified, directly or 
indirectly, in particular by reference to – 
(a) an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data or an online identifier, or 
(b) one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural
or social identity of the individual.” 

The Council thus considers that the requested information is caught by the exemption to disclosure
contained in Section 40 (2) of the FOI Act and the related first condition of Section 40 (3). 

A disclosure made under FOIA is judged to be to the wider world. The individuals involved, would
not reasonably expect that their details would be disclosed in this way. 

c) NC year 

 

d) Ethnicity 



 

Due to the low numbers involved, we cannot provide numbers where stated. This has been done
as the Council considers that this information meets the definition for personal data set out in
Section 3(2) and 3(3) of the Data Protection Act 2018 (DPA) as: 

(2) personal data means any information relating to an identified or identifiable living 
individual (subject to subsection (14)(c))” 

(3) “Identifiable living individual” means a living individual who can be identified, directly or 
indirectly, in particular by reference to – 
(a) an identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data or an online identifier, or 
(b) one or more factors specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural
or social identity of the individual.” 

The Council thus considers that the requested information is caught by the exemption to disclosure
contained in Section 40 (2) of the FOI Act and the related first condition of Section 40 (3). 

A disclosure made under FOIA is judged to be to the wider world. The individuals involved, would
not reasonably expect that their details would be disclosed in this way. 

e) FSM eligibility 

41. 

f) SEN status 

8 SEN Support. 
5 EHCP. 

g) EAL 



92. 

h) Known to social care 

38.

The supply of information in response to a FOI/EIR request does not confer an automatic right to
re use the information. You can use any information supplied for the purposes of private study and
non-commercial research without requiring further permission. Similarly, information supplied can
also be re used for the purposes of news reporting. An exception to this is photographs. Please
contact us if you wish to use the information for any other purpose. 

For information, we publish a variety of information such as:  FOI/EIR Disclosure Log,  Publication
Scheme,  Facts about Coventry and   Open Data that you may find of useful if you are looking for
information in the future. 

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you can ask us to review our response.
Requests for reviews should be submitted within 40 days of the date of receipt of our response to
your original request – email:  infogov@coventry.gov.uk

If you are unhappy with the outcome of our review, you can write to the Information Commissioner,
who can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane,
Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or email  icocasework@ico.org.uk.

Please remember to quote the reference number above in your response.

Yours faithfully 
  

Information Governance 




