County Lines
Government guidance on Criminal Exploitation of children and vulnerable adults depicts county lines as ‘a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”.’ It is said that they are more likely to ‘exploit children and vulnerable adults’ to ‘move and store the drugs and money and they will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons.’ It is crucial to understand that although the children may not see themselves as victims, they are not able to consent to exploitation. 
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What to do if I spot the signs?
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Where is this a problem?

County lines is considered to be a national issue; therefore, it can be said to be an issue everywhere. Coventry is known to have many young people entrenched into county lines. The local authority as well as organisations such as Horizon are involved in monitoring, recognising, and also preventing individuals being pulled into county lines.
If you believe a child is actively involved in county lines, please contact the police on 101 or 999 in an emergency. 
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If you have a concern that a child may require support or be at risk of harm a referral to The Children & Family Initial Response Service should be made using the Request For Support form: Request for Support’
 You may wish contact The Children & Family Initial Response Service on 
024 7678 8555. If you witness a crime or act of county lines in person you should contact the police by calling 999 as soon as possible. 
Who is targeted?
As professionals it’s important to remember that exploitation is a form of child abuse, and the boundaries may at first seem unclear when intervening with and supporting exploited children. The young people may be viewed at first glance as perpetrators or criminals but it’s vital to recognize that they are usually victims as well. 
Gangs often target and groom individuals they feel to be more vulnerable, such as those with learning disabilities or looked after children, however any child could be susceptible to county lines. The groups involved within county lines are mostly using young people aged 14-17, but a child can be involved from as young as seven years old and there is seemingly not a maximum age limit. It is far more common for young people and children to be criminally exploited than vulnerable adults. Individuals from all ethnicities, ages and genders can be entrenched in county lines. 








These statistics show that county lines as a topic is a concern of many people within the UK, ranging from parents to professionals and policing authorities. The levels of violence and intimidation used against the young people by the gangs has increased so it is crucial to be aware of the signs of county lines. 
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County lines statistics for the UK



Key Contacts and Further Information
Coventry Safeguarding Children Partnership              Serious Violence Strategy 2018    
  Criminal Exploitation of children and vulnerable adults: County Lines guidance 2018 
 Fearless anonymous reporting         

Returning home late, staying out all night or going missing


Using more sexual, drug-related or violenet language rthan you would expect them to know 


Being found in areas away from home


Increasing drug use, or being found to have large amounts of drugs on them


Unexplained money, phones, clothes or jewellery 


Unexplained absences from school, colllege, training or work


More secretive behaviour about where theyt are going or who they are talking to


Increasingly disruptive or aggressive behaviour 


Having unexplained/unknown keys or hotel cards


Coming home injured or looking more dishevelled than normal



46,000


Children in England are involved in gangs/county lines


4000


Children are involved in exploitation in London alone 


90%


Of English police forces have seen county lines in theior area with increased levels of violence. 


84%


Of Parents are worried about county lines



If you believe an individual is in immediate danger:


If you believe the person to be in immediate danger you must contact the police and emergency services on 999.


If you believe the danger is not imminent:


Whether the police are contacted or not you should ensure your safeguarding procedures are followed and that the person in question is referred into social care. 





If you are concerned that a child or young person is being harmed or is at risk of harm, or you need advice or information, please call Coventry Children's Social Care at the Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 024 7678 8555.
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Fearless services

Fearless is a website created by
Crimestoppers where individuals
How can 301& can anonymously share any

|r\e|P us?

information they have without

fear of repercussions. The IP

address is not tracked and there
is no way to track the individual
reporters. Crimestoppers is a charity,
and they are not the police. Information
given through Fearless may be passed to
the police. Fearless cannot take reports
of victims of a crime, and if this should be
the case then the police should be
contacted.
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