Information Governance Team

Postal Address:
Coventry City Council

Coventry
CV6 9SL

www.coventry.gov.uk

E mail: infogov@coventry.gov.uk
Phone: 024 7697 5408

15 June 2026
Dear Sir/Madam

Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA)
Request ID: FOI841740505

Thank you for your request for information relating to Trading Standards Staffing and Capacity.
You have requested the following information:

1. The total number of full-time equivalent (FTE) staff employed in your trading standards
service as of 1 April 2026, and the equivalent figures for 1 April 2015 and 1 April 2010.

1 April 2026 7
1 April 2015 - 13
1 April 2010 18

2. Of your current FTE, how many are:

a. Qualified or accredited trading standards officers with full enforcement powers;0.6 FTE
b. Trainees or apprentices currently in training;4 FTE

c. Administrative or support staff without frontline enforcement responsibilities?1 FTE

3. Has your council received, or been formally allocated, any share of the UK Government's
announced £10 million per year investment in trading standards linked to the High Streets
task force and the Tobacco and Vapes Act 20267 If yes, please state:

a. The amount received or allocated;

The council has been allocated funding to cover one apprenticeship post.

b. The number of new posts it will fund;



1 FTE.
c. Whether any of those posts are apprenticeships.
1 apprentice post

4. Does your council currently have sufficient qualified supervisors in your trading
standards service to supervise and sign off the work of new apprentice officers?

No.

5. How many retail premises in your council area do you estimate will fall within scope of
the retail licensing scheme introduced by the Tobacco and Vapes Act 2026, requiring
registration or inspection by your trading standards service?

Estimate is approximately 3,000.

6. Has your council produced any estimate of the number of additional trading standards
FTE required to fulfil its enforcement duties under the Tobacco and Vapes Act 2026,
including the new retail licensing scheme?

The Council has not yet produced an estimate of the number of additional trading standards FTE
required for these enforcement duties.

The supply of information in response to a FOI/EIR request does not confer an automatic right to
re-use the information. You can use any information supplied for the purposes of private study and
non commercial research without requiring further permission. Similarly, information supplied can
also be re-used for the purposes of news reporting. An exception to this is photographs. Please
contact us if you wish to use the information for any other purpose.

For information, we publish a variety of information such as: FOI/EIR Disclosure Log, Publication
Scheme, Facts about Coventry and Open Data that you may find of useful if you are looking for
information in the future.

If you are unhappy with the handling of your request, you can ask us to review our response.
Requests for reviews should be submitted within 40 days of the date of receipt of our response to
your original request email: infogov@coventry.gov.uk

If you are unhappy with the outcome of our review, you can write to the Information Commissioner,
who can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane,
Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or email icocasework@ico.org.uk.

Please remember to quote the reference number above in your response.

Yours faithfully

Information Governance





