	
	
	



Early Years Self-Evaluation Audit for Reading 
Name of Person Completing:
This tool is designed as a good practice guide and audit tool. It focuses on the quality of the reading provision, book corners, and reading resources, and how these are appropriate for different ages. It looks at effective teaching strategies and the role of the adult within the provision. How practitioners support the children to access the resources, the language that they use, and the modelling that they do, and how these can have the most impact. 
This audit can be used to identify your strengths and needs and provide a starting point for discussion and change.
For further guidance please see information around Reading in the Ofsted Early years inspection: toolkit, operating guide and information - GOV.UK
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	Book Areas and Resources

	· There is a clearly defined, attractive and comfortable book area for the children and adults to use.
Is the area inviting for children? It is an attractive place to enter, in a quieter area of provision and has good quality soft furnishings to provide a comfortable place to relax. 
Is it a calming area that is engaging for all children?
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	· Where possible, there is comfortable seating for children to use while selecting and reading their books. For example, soft furnishings, rugs, cushions, cosy chairs.
	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _Int_cJhqyRrJ]There are a selection of books that are for: 
· Diverse abilities 
· Multiple cultures & ethnicities that are representative of the children in the cohort
· Different ages 
· Familiar routines 
· Familiar objects 
· Animals 
· People, family, homes and community 
· Places near and far 
· Cultural celebrations/clothing/foods 
· Different languages 
· Rhyming books 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Children have access to familiar stories and books they already know as well as new ones which may change over a period of weeks/months.  
For example, well told stories like traditional tales, Three Little Pigs, etc. Combined with newer and more unusual stories they may not be familiar with.
	
	
	
	
	

	· Role play and small world resources and props are provided so that children can act out stories and main events from the books that are read.
	
	
	
	
	

	· Books are at children’s eye level and are outward facing with book covers visible.
	
	
	
	
	

	There is a wide range of ‘themed’ reading material available, for example; 
· Counting books 
· Maths books (vocabulary related to Shape, Space and Measure/Positional Language etc) 
· Rhyming books 
· Home-made books 
· Large books 
· Where age appropriate - Sound/Texture books/Lift the Flap books 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Books are placed alongside areas of the continuous provision, for example a book about animals near the small world scene or about foods in the home corner.
	
	
	
	
	

	· There are spaces for reading inside and outdoors; the adults spend time in these spaces too.  
	
	
	
	
	

	· There are family books containing 
photographs of the children that can be read by adults and that children can begin to ‘read’ by themselves. 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Non-fiction books are available. These are sourced in line with children’s developing interests, for example, ‘aeroplanes’, ‘recycling’, ‘butterflies’ etc.  


	
	
	
	
	

	Curriculum and Teaching

	· Books are used on a 1-1 basis and with small groups of children; children are encouraged to talk about the images and the story. These are sometimes chosen by the children.  
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	· Puppets and Props are used to engage children with the stories being read.
	
	
	
	
	

	· [bookmark: _Int_nkP6bufI]Stories are ‘told’ as well as read, this could be through the use of small world items, soft toys or story sack props.  
	
	
	
	
	

	· When age appropriate, children are regularly shown how to turn the pages of a book and encouraged to talk about the images inside. 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Resources/props are used to make up silly songs, including those which use alliteration.  
	
	
	
	
	

	· During stories, children are encouraged to predict outcomes or to think of simple alternative endings, for example, ‘Uh oh ... who might be coming next?’ ‘What’s the wolf going to do now?’ 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Do practitioners encourage children to re-enact experiences they are aware of or scenes from stories they know, like making ‘tea’ in the home corner or pretending to ‘blow the house down’ etc. 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Do children in the setting demonstrate a love of reading and show respect for the reading resources within the provision? Is this modelled by all adults within the setting?

	
	
	
	
	

	· Do you have a clear vision and high aspirations to develop a love of reading within your setting?
For example, do all staff members promote your ethos through modelling book handling and a joy for reading? Is your ethos embedded into daily practice, and does it link with your wider community?

	
	
	
	
	

	Parental Engagement and Home Learning Opportunities

	· Parents/carers are given guidance about how to support their children with reading at home.
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	· Parents are signposted to local resources available to them, such as library sessions, rhyme time groups, links to ‘50 things’ activities. 
	
	
	
	
	

	· Where appropriate there are opportunities for home library books to be shared and these are used to encourage reading. These are varied and include non-fiction texts.  
	
	
	
	
	

	· Where appropriate children are given opportunities for library visits or guest speakers to come and read and share stories.
	
	
	
	
	

	· Specific events are used to celebrate reading. For example, World Book Day, theme days, topic launches, sharing children’s books from home.
	
	
	
	
	



Useful Links:

Help for Early Years Providers - Supporting Reading in Early Years - Support for Practitioners
Help for Early Years Providers - Supporting Communication and Language in Early Years - Support for practitioners 
National Literacy Trust - Early Years                                                                                                                                                Education Endowment Foundation - The importance of reading in Early Years                                                                            Education Endowment Foundation - The Power of Storytelling                                                                                                                     Cornerstones - Excellent Reading provision                                                                                                                                        HEART Stronger Practice Hub - Supporting Reading in Early Years
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