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The Joint Strategic Needs Assessment (JSNA) brings together evidence about the health and wellbeing of Coventry residents, to help leaders across health and care understand and work together to improve the health and wellbeing of the people of Coventry. The Citywide Profile 2026 to 2029 explores what is happening in Coventry, how the city is changing, and opportunities for partners and communities to work together to improve people's health and wellbeing and tackle inequalities.
Health is more than the healthcare system: it is not just about NHS hospitals, doctors, or nurses. Instead, health is about people's lives. People's health is determined by their economic and social circumstances, such as:
· their communities: whether they have access to a good network of family and friends;
· their prospects: whether they have access to good jobs and education; and
· their environment: whether they live in a good neighbourhood with access to green spaces.
These social circumstances are known as the social determinants of health.
This document presents some of the key messages in the Citywide Profile 2026 to 2029, approved by the Coventry Health and Wellbeing Board in October 2026. The profile has four chapters: Demographics and Community, Prospects, Housing and Environment, and Health and Wellbeing. Evidence is drawn both from data and statistics, and from what local people have told us. Place-based profiles also set out what life is like in different parts of Coventry. The full reports can be read online.
www.coventry.gov.uk/JSNA
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Why is this important?
It is important to understand how Coventry's population is changing so that local communities and organisations can make sure the city has the right services to meet people's needs. Growth brings opportunities, but it also increases demand for housing, education, healthcare, transport and community infrastructure.
45%
of residents are from a minority ethnic group, up from 33% in 2011 (England 26%).
27.9%
of Coventry residents were born outside the UK (Census 2021).
28%
of residents say they trust many of their neighbours, compared with 41% nationally.
Between 2021 and 2024, people aged 25 to 34 were the fastest growing age group in Coventry, up by an estimated
14%
MEDIAN AGE
35
Coventry residents are, on average, 5 years younger than England, where the median age is 40.
COVENTRY HAS AN ESTIMATED POPULATION OF
369,000
2024 official estimate; 345,325 at the 2021 Census
Coventry's population grew 8.9% between 2011 and 2021, faster than England (6.6%). International migration is one of the main drivers. Whitley and Toll Bar End, Henley Green and Wood End, and Central Coventry were the fastest growing areas.
57,385
students enrolled at the city's two universities in 2024/25.
61.4%
of Coventry pupils are from minority ethnic groups, up from 54.3% in 2020/21.
56%
of babies born in Coventry in 2024 had mothers born outside the UK.
61%
of residents feel a strong sense of belonging to their local area, up from 54% in 2022.
100+
More than 100 languages and dialects are spoken in the city.
What this means for Coventry
Planning for a growing,
changing city
· Services, infrastructure and community support need to respond to population growth and diversity, using a range of estimates as future growth is uncertain.
· Planning should anticipate faster growth in older age groups over the next 10 to 15 years, with rising demand for health and social care.
· Most residents feel they belong, but trust, participation and social connection remain below national averages and need strengthening.
· Neighbourhood differences shape health. Services should work together to address inequalities, with accessible support for newly arrived communities.
www.coventry.gov.uk/JSNA
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Why is this important?
The opportunities people have in childhood and early adulthood, including education, employment, income, housing and digital access, shape their long-term health and quality of life. Limited opportunities increase the risk of poverty, poor health and social exclusion.
65.3%
of children achieve a good level of development by age 5 (England 68.3%).
50.5%
of children eligible for free school meals achieve a good level of development by age 5.
25.5%
of children aged 0 to 15 live in relative low income families, compared with 19.8% in England.
Coventry students achieved a 'standard pass' (grades 9 to 4) in English and Maths at the end of key stage 4 in 2025, compared with 64.8% across England.
61.1%
45%
of working-age residents are qualified to level 4 or above (England 48%).
But 11% have no qualifications at all, almost double the England rate (6%).
70%
of working-age residents were in employment in 2025 (England 76%).
3rd
Coventry has the 3rd highest rate of fuel poverty of all local authorities in England: an estimated 18.9% of households (25,700) in 2023. Unemployment rose to 7.1% in 2025 (England 4.5%).
31%
of the city's neighbourhoods are among the most deprived 20% in England, home to an estimated 111,900 residents.
Map: neighbourhoods by Index of Multiple Deprivation 2025 decile
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Coventry ward boundaries
from May 2026 elections
Plan produced by Strategy & Performance, Coventry City Council.
© Crown copyright and database rights.
What this means for Coventry
Best start and fair
chances for all
· Strengthening support in pregnancy and the early years is one of the most effective ways to improve life chances. Infant mortality (6.1 per 1,000 live births) is above England (4.2).
· Rising special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) are putting pressure on support. Tackling low attendance, suspensions and exclusions would help raise standards.
· The economy is resilient, but its benefits are not shared evenly, which adds to health inequalities.
· Cost of living pressures, fuel poverty and digital exclusion affect those who could benefit most from support.
www.coventry.gov.uk/JSNA
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Why is this important?
The quality of the built and natural environment, including local neighbourhoods, shops, services, parks, green spaces, transport and air quality, affects everyone's health and wellbeing. Good quality housing for all leads to better health and wellbeing.
19.8 households per 1,000 were owed a homelessness duty in 2024/25, compared with 13.6 in England. In April 2026, 1,822 children were living in temporary accommodation.
67% of Coventry residents were satisfied with their local area as a place to live, compared with 74% nationally.
Household Survey 2024/25: feeling safe during the day and after dark
75%
safe
2018
94% safe
↓ from 77% in 2022
39%
safe
2018
74% safe
↓ from 45% in 2022
England
91%
England
71%
Green spaces cover around one fifth of Coventry: 1,997 hectares across 430 sites, including six Green Flag parks. But provision is uneven. Foleshill has 0.5 hectares of green space per 1,000 residents, more than 10 times lower than Henley (6.0).
1 in 5
of households rent privately, compared with 20.5% nationally.
of households own their home, compared with 61.3% nationally.
of households rent from a social landlord (England 17.1%).
24.7%
57.4%
17%
Census 2021, household tenure
Map: quantity of green space per 1,000 population by ward
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Coventry Green
Space Audit
Figure 2: quantity of green space
per 1,000 population by ward
LEGEND
Hectares per 1,000 population
Highest (3 wards)
High (2 wards)
Medium high (5 wards)
Medium (1 ward)
Medium low (1 ward)
Low (2 wards)
Lowest (4 wards)
Highest band includes Henley (6.0 ha); lowest band includes Foleshill (0.5 ha).
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey mapping. © Crown copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown copyright. Contains OS data © Crown copyright and database right 2018.
Drawn: LH, Checked: AS, Date: 13/06/18
Red and orange wards have the least green space per head; green wards the most. Coventry Green Space Strategy 2019 to 2024 audit (ward boundaries before May 2026).
Coventry is the fourth most densely populated area in the West Midlands, with 3,665 people per square kilometre. Only Birmingham, Sandwell and Wolverhampton are more densely populated.
What this means for Coventry
Healthy homes and
places
· Prioritise creating and improving parks, play areas and biodiversity in central, high-density neighbourhoods, where green space is scarcest.
· Build on good connectivity and active travel (32.7% of adults travel actively, above the metropolitan average) to reduce reliance on cars.
· Improve heating, insulation and damp in older homes, especially in private renting: 16.6% of homes are non-decent (England 14.5%).
· Align housing, planning, transport, public health and community safety to tackle homelessness, crime and domestic abuse.
www.coventry.gov.uk/JSNA
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Why is this important?
Life expectancy and healthy life expectancy are key measures of health. The Marmot Review shows strong links between deprivation and poorer health: people facing multiple disadvantage live shorter lives and spend more of them in poor health. As a Marmot City, Coventry works to tackle the social conditions behind health inequalities.
33rd
of 317 areas for GP surgeries per head, and 29th for pharmacies.
77%
of residents rated their GP experience as good or very good (England 75%).
63%
found it easy to contact their GP practice by phone (England 53%).
71%
Whilst
7%
consider it to be
bad
of people in Coventry consider their general health to be good or very good
Coventry Household Survey 2022
705
alcohol-related hospital admissions per 100,000 population in 2023/24, compared with England's rate of 504.
Life expectancy, 2022 to 2024
FOR MEN IN
COVENTRY THIS IS
77.4
YEARS
OF WHICH
58.5
YEARS
IS LIVED IN
GOOD HEALTH
FOR WOMEN IN
COVENTRY THIS IS
81.8
YEARS
OF WHICH
58.1
YEARS
IS LIVED IN
GOOD HEALTH
Males in less deprived areas of Coventry can expect to live up to 11.7 years longer than those in the most deprived areas; for females, the gap is 9.5 years.
67.7%
of adults in Coventry are overweight or obese (England 64.5%).
38.8%
of children in Year 6 are overweight or obese (England 36.2%).
10.6%
of adults in Coventry are estimated to be current smokers (England 10.4%).
64.8%
of adults do at least 150 minutes of moderate activity a week (England 67.4%).
What this means for Coventry
Healthier, longer lives
for everyone
· People in more deprived areas develop major conditions earlier and have worse outcomes. Support should be scaled to need (proportionate universalism).
· Too many people drink at harmful levels, smoke, eat unhealthy diets and are inactive. Help individuals and tackle the social causes behind these behaviours.
· Improve vaccination uptake, HIV testing and cancer screening, which are below national levels.
· Mental wellbeing has not recovered to pre-pandemic levels, and demand will grow as the city ages: shift to proactive, preventative, place-based care.
www.coventry.gov.uk/JSNA
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Links to the current JSNAs
Links to data sources within JSNAs
Citywide intelligence hub
Census: build your own area profile
Let's Talk Coventry
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